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TREATMENT CENTER 


Telping people make positive cho 


Do | have a problem with money? 
Or do I have a problem with gambling? 


You or someone you know may 
have a problem with gambling. 
Help is just a phone call away. 


MARCH is 


PROBLEM GAMBLING 


AWARENESS 


MONTH 


Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program Help Line 
1-800-522-4700 


www.problemgambling.nebraska.gov 


Local Provider—Choices Treatment Center 
24/7 Help Line 402-476-2300 


FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 


KEEP IT IN PERSPECTIVE KNOW THE SIGNS 


Problem gambling is not a bad habit or a moral 
weakness. It is a serious condition, but with 
treatment, problem gamblers can put the game 
in perspective and make decisions to improve 
their lives. 


Feel the need to bet more and more money. 
Are increasingly preoccupied with gambling. 
Neglect work, family, or friends. 

Borrow or steal money to finance your gambling. 
Bet more than you can afford. 

Play again and again trying to win back losses. 


When you’re ready to set things right again, 
we're here to help. 


Choices Treatment Center 
127 South 37th Street, Suite B 
Lincoln, NE 68510 


402-476-2300 (Office & 24/7 Helpline) 
www.ChoicesTreatmentCenter.com 
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Education and treatment options are available 


Gambling is glamorized with Las Vegas Casinos and EPSN pok- 
er shows. The idea of getting rich fast with a turn of the card or pick- 
ing the correct number combination is prevalent in today’s society. 

But it is an addiction much like alcohol and drugs. Once the per- 
son gets the gambling habit and it affects the people around him or 
her, then there is a need for some type of intervention. 

The problem is a lot of people do not know that they can get help. 
They are ashamed of their addiction and think they can help them- 
selves and gamble more to make back what they lost. If that happens 


paid huge contracts and ESPN is a media mogul. Fans spend thou- 
sands of dollars each year on season tickets and merchandise. But 
there is another huge cash stream resulting because of it. 

Online fantasy sports are becoming big business, especially in the 
last few years with the DraftKings and FanDuel sites. It is moving so 
fast with how simple it has become on our phone. 

People tend to think that playing fantasy football is about skill and 
knowledge of the sport. Drafting certain players for your team and 
being able to decide who to play based on matchups is your chance 


then they are really in trouble. 

People need to know that help is 
just a phone call away. In Nebraska 
the Gamblers Assistance Program has 
its services statewide but needs more 
help getting the word out about their 
program. Especially with the rise of 
online gambling. 

“Since 1992, Nebraska has always 
had a version of our program, but not 
a lot of people are aware of it or know 
much about it,” said David Geier, the 
Director of the Gamblers Assistance 
Program. 

There needs to be more awareness 
now because of the increasing amount 
of opportunities a gambler has at his 
or her disposal. Instead of going to the 
horse track or nearest casino, you just 


List of Warning Sign 
- Increased time spent gambling 
- Working up special occasions for gambling 
(canceling other plans) 
- Exaggerated display of money and other possessions 
- Gambling when there is a crisis 
- Frequent absences from home or work 
- Withdrawal from family 
- Diversion of family funds 


If you need help or know of someone in need of as- 
sistance, please contact us. Help is just a phone call 
away! 


Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program Help Line 
(1-800-522-4700) 
Local Provider - Choices Treatment Center 
(24/7 Help Line 402-476-2300) 


to show how much more football savvy 
you are than the other players. 

“Fantasy sports is just a form of gam- 
bling,” Geier said. “You cannot control 
how the players on your team perform 
during that given day. No matter how 
skillful and knowledgeable you are at 
choosing players, their performance is 
not within your control and that is the 
classic definition of gambling.” 

The Gamblers Assistance Program 
has discovered that the people who do 
well in these fantasy online games have 
a lot of money to risk and play upwards 
of 500 games at one time. They also 
have software that enables them to keep 
track of all the stats and gives them a 
competitive edge over the other players. 
So one to two percent of the players are 


have to take out your smart phone or 
tablet and place your bet. 


Source: problemgambling @nebraska.gov 


winning 80-90% of the prize money. 
Daily Fantasy Sports operators, 


“What’s happening is an explosion 
around the world with all these different forms of gambling. So we 
believe that will inevitably lead to more problems with people gam- 
bling,” Geier said. “People get in trouble with gambling when they 
lose a lot of money. So it is the financial distress that gets people into 
trouble which leads them to get some help.” 

With financial distress comes other addictions to help that person 
cope. 

“We see a correlation between gambling and other addictions that 
include street drugs, alcohol and tobacco,” Geier explains. “I have in 
my mind the classic image of a gambler sitting at a slot machine with 
a glass of whiskey and a cigarette. You have all three addictions, all 
in one right there.” 

Geier also mentions that an addict's behavior could lead to brain 
changes. “Once people fall into a gambling addiction, their brains 
crave gambling the way an alcoholic craves alcohol. And it takes 
more and more gambling, just as it takes more and more alcohol, to 
achieve the same ‘high’.” 

Sports is a big business and involves a lot of money. Players are 


therefore, cater to those profitable few 
winners by spending millions and millions of dollars in advertising 
to lure the other 98% of unsuspecting newcomers who believe they, 
too, can win big money but really only serve to provide the prize pot 
for the 2%. 

So it comes down to educating everyone about the dangers of not 
only fantasy sports but gambling in general. It doesn’t mean you are 
a bad person if you gamble now and then, but if you do, it should be 
done in moderation. 

Deb Hammond, who is the Director of the Choices Treatment 
Center in Lincoln, agrees and says that gambling isn’t all bad. 

“T will take a neutral stance on gambling because 85% of the pop- 
ulation can do it normally. But if the family is at harm and there is 
illegal activity along with lying and cheating, then we have a moral 
obligation to intervene ASAP,” she said. 

“Normal gambling is when you set a certain amount of time and 
money aside for it. You should never go to the casino or participate 
in any type of gambling activity without disposable income,” Ham- 
mond concludes. 


From the Editor 


FOOTBALL RECRUIT 
STILLE IS CENTER OF 
ATTENTION ON MAT 
Ashland-Greenwood 
star displays moves 


that will help on field 


SITTING ON THE FLOOR AT 
THE CENTURYLINK CENTER- 
IN OMAHA ON THURSDAY, I 
WATCHED IN AMAZEMENT AT 
HOW ASHLAND-GREENWOOD 
WRESTLER BEN STILLE MAN- 
HANDLED HIS FIRST TWO 
OPPONENTS IN THE HEAVY- 
WEIGHT DIVISION. 

Stille (42-0) is a defending state 
champion at 220 pounds and through 
the first day of the Class B State Meet, 
appeared poised to add a heavyweight 
title this year with pins in just over 
three minutes and just over a minute 
against his first two foes. 

Stille, who was one of 21 scholar- 
ship players to sign with the Nebras- 
ka football team on Feb. 3, exhibited 
moves in taking down his heavier 
opponents that will surely come in 
handy as a defensive lineman going 
against the larger offensive linemen at 
the college level. 

Stille follows the likes Maliek Col- 
lins and Tanner Farmer, who were 
state wrestling champions before they 
joined the Nebraska football program. 

Farmer, who was a two-time state 
champion in Illinois, went out for the 
NU wrestling team this winter. 

Nebraska head wrestling coach 
Mark Manning said wrestling defi- 
nitely benefits football players. 

“T think it’s really going to help 
him (in football) being more physi- 
cal with his hands,” Manning said of 
Farmer. “Football is not much differ- 
ent from wrestling, especially form 
the offensive and defensive linemen 
perspective. You use your hands and 
move people with your hands. You 
move your feet and move your hips — 
there’s a lot of carryover.” 

Prior to the state meet, Still set a 
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new Ashland-Greenwood school re- 
cord for career wins. 

If Stille chooses to end his wres- 
tling career at the high school level, 
he will surely keep some of the wres- 
tling skills that other football players 
have utilized to be successful on the 
gridiron. 

Hall of Famers Ronnie Lott, Bruce 
Smith and Larry Csonka and former 
Pro Bowl players such as Bo Jackson 
and Tony Siragusa were all wrestlers. 

As was Baltimore Ravens star line- 
backer Ray Lewis. 

“Wrestling has been my key for a 
long time,” said Lewis, who won the 
Florida state title at 189 pounds in 
1993 while at Kathleen High School 
in Lakeland. “Wrestling is still one of 
the reasons why I swivel my hips; it’s 
been everything for me. The princi- 
ples that you learn in wrestling, none 
of that changes. It carries over, and if 
you stick to those things, the low man 
always wins.” 

Stille’s football abilities were what 
first caught the attention of college 
coaches. 

Wyoming offered him a scholar- 
ship on his visit. 

Soon the calls started pouring in. 
South Dakota State University, Van- 
derbilt, Ohio University, Iowa State, 
Iowa and Army got in contact with 
Stille. Even UCLA stopped by the 
high school. 

But Stille was holding out for his 
dream. 

“Obviously I was hoping Nebraska 
would offer me,” he said. 

Stille picking up his offer in May 
of 2015 and committing at the second 
Big Red Weekend event in June 2015. 

“It’s kind of every little kid’s 
dream,” Stille said. 


KLIN 


News Talk 
1400 AM 


New: 


Listen to Cole 
Stukenholtz 
of Huskers Illustrated 
radio, Saturday 
mornings from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m., all 
year long! 


Answers to Vol. 36 No. 2 
Crossword Puzzle 


PAIK] tN] Mo 


E URIGINAL HAGDAZINE DEDICATED TO NEBRASKA ATHLETIC 


HUSKERS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Huskers Illustrated is published by Landmark Community Newspapers, 
2623 Regency Rd., Lexington, KY 40503. Periodicals postage paid at 
Lexington, KY and additional mailing offices. 


Editor, General Manager: DARREN IVY 
darrenivy@huskersillustrated.com 
Photographer: JOE MIXAN 
Photographer: JIM RASH 
Photographer: MITCH OTTO 
Recruiting Writer: MIKE SCHAEFER 
Beat Writer: MICHAEL BRUNTZ 
Beat Writer: SHANE G. GILSTER é : 

Taylorsville Rd Shelbyville, KY 40065. 
Contributing Writer: DOUG GRIFFITHS Periodicals Postage Paid at Shelbyville, 
Contributing Writer: BRIAN ROSENTHAL ‘Yandat additional mailing offices. 

Subscriptions: $62.95 per year. 
Contributing Writer: BOB HAMAR 


Contributing Writer: TERRY DOUGLASS 


Huskers Illustrated (USPS 658-450, 

ISSN 0279-3474) is published monthly 
January, February, March and December, 
Bi-monthly March/April and June/July/ 
August and three times per month during 
October and weekly in September and 
November by Landmark Publications, 

LLC dba Huskers Illustrated, 601 


Postmaster: Send address changes to 
Huskers Illustrated, 601 Taylorsville Rd. 
Shelbyville, KY 40065. 
ADVERTISING 

Shane G. Gilster at (402) 742-0125 

or Tim Francis (859) 278-3474 

NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR: G Associates, Inc. 

SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS: Go to magazine.huskersillustrated.com 
or e-mail to support@huskersillustrated.com 


or call 1-800-524-9527. 


MORE THAN A MAGAZINE 
TO SUBSCRIBE: 
MAGAZINE.HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 
OR CALL: 800-524-9527 

PRINT | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 
Huskers Illustrated Magazine, the original publication 
dedicated to Nebraska athletics, is in its 35th year of 
publication with the best Husker coverage, including 


our annual football yearbook (pictured). 


E-EDITION | Magazine.huskersillustrated.com 

Our new e-edition of the magazine can be viewed on your computer 
or iPad. Perfect for the subscriber who doesn’t want to wait for 

the mail! Current subscribers register for free access at Magazine. 
huskersillustrated.com. No credit card required. 


EXPRESS | Magazine.huskersillustrated.com 

Each release of Huskers Illustrated Express, an exclusive online-only 
bonus to your subscription, will provide up-to-the-minute news, 
features and commentary about Nebraska's upcoming football or 
basketball games. Current subscribers register for free access at 
Magazine.huskersillustrated.com. No credit card required. 


INTERNET | Huskerslllustrated.com 
Follow Nebraska 24 hours a day 
vy, 


Pal ae 


recruit rankings, video highlights and photo galleries. HI’s FREE message board, 


at huskersillustrated.com and 
with our new Internet partner 
247Sports.com. Get breaking new 
game reports, recruit databases, 


The Bone Yard, is quickly setting a new standard for forums in college sports. 


SOCIAL MEDIA | Facebook & Twitter 
facebook 


Join the thousands of other Husker fans that follow 
Huskers Illustrated online. Follow us on Facebook at - 
twitter 


facebook.com/huskersillustratedfan or on twitter at 


twitter.com/hillustrated. 


CONTENTS 


MARCH 2016 - VOLUME 36 - NO. 3 


COLUMNS 
4 


FROM THE EDITOR 

BY DARREN IVY 

Nebraska recruit Ben Stille has made a name for himself on the wrestling mat, and will use 
some of those skills as a defensive lineman for the Huskers in the future. 


6 


INSIDE HUSKER RECRUITING 

BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 

Big moments along the way highlighted the Class of 2016 Cornhusker football 
recruits. 


7 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 

BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 

Nebraska picks up transfer quarterback Tanner Lee, who won't be eligible until 2017 
after sitting out next season. 


FEATURE 
9-41 


2016 RECRUITING CLASS 
BY SHANE G. GILSTER 


The 2016 recruiting class includes 21 scholarship members and was ranked in the top 25 
nationally. 
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TV/SCORE 
RED-WHITESPRINGGAME MEMORIAL STADIUM 1P.M. TBA 
FRESNO STATE MEMORIAL STADIUM TBA TBA 
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2016 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


The next Huskers Illustrated edition, featuring the Spring Game recap 
and 2016 Football Yearbook information will mail in June. 


ON THE COVER 


; JD Spielman, a wide receiver from Eden Prairie, 
hes P 


J DISPIEUMANTTS 
< ) AGIRIPUE TREAT, 


Minnesota, was a triple-threat for Eden Prairie High 


School. Cut from the same mold as current Husker, 


$y] 


De’Mornay Pierson-El, Spielman is expected to be a 
major contributor for Nebraska immediately in many 


different ways. 


PHOTO BY GINA THEILMANN 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Big moments mark Nebraska's 2016 recruiting class 


Nebraska’s class came 
together late and often included 
flurries of activity in-between 
some long bouts of quiet time. 
This is a look at some of the 
major moments in the team’s 
2016 class. 


Getting the quarterback 
The first major piece for Ne- 
braska happened in May when 
the Huskers landed quarterback 
Patrick O’ Brien. Then just an 
intriguing, under recruited three- 
star, O’ Brien would evolve 
into one of the team’s highest 
regarded commitments after a 
strong summer which included a 
stint at Nike’s The Opening. 
The quarterback would see 
his stock grow with an outstand- 
ing senior season. O’Brien also 
announced prior to the 2015 
season that he’d enroll early, 
giving him an opportunity to get 
on campus for spring football 
and put himself in position to 
contribute as a freshman. 
O’Brien’s play shot him up 
the rankings and gave Nebras- 
ka’s it’s highest-rated quar- 
terback commitment in some 
time. The Huskers hope he’Il 
be a fixture at the game’s most 
important position. 


Jammin’ in June 

Nebraska put together a key 
portion of its class at the end 
of May and through June. The 
Huskers added commitments 
from Ben Stille, Marquel Dis- 
muke, JoJo Domann, Quayshon 
Alexander, Greg Simmons 
and Jack Stoll during this time. 
Nebraska also introduced them- 
selves to Dicaprio Bootle at the 
Miami satellite camp. 

A good portion of Nebraska’s 
defensive class came during this 
time period. The Huskers really 
took advantage of its camps by 


getting visits from Alexander, 


The key thing for Nebraska is 


_ those early commitments have 
_ stuck and made up the backbone 


to build the rest of the class off 
going forward. 


Wideouts bigger 
than they stand 
In August and September, 


Nebraska received commit- 
» ments from JD Spielman and 


Derrion Grim. Both wideouts, 
undersized for modern football 


: standards, put up enormous 


senior seasons in Minnesota and 


- California respectively. Both 

_ had huge statistical feats - Spiel- 
man scored touchdowns five 

_ different ways on the field and 


Grim set California high school 
records with his production. 
Ultimately these two, plus 


- Keith Williams’ son Keyan 

: Williams, would prove to be 

' the team’s wideout class, but 

: the Huskers are getting some 

: ultra talented players to help fill 


the gap when steady produc- 
tion stars like Alonzo Moore, 
Brandon Reilly and Jordan 


: Westerkamp move on. 


Let me clear my throat 
Nebraska’s Michigan State 
win was thought to be both the 
turning point for recruiting and 
the turning point for the pro- 


- gram. In both cases, Nebraska 
' came out better than it started, 
_ but not without a few bumps 

' along the way. 


The Huskers weren’t able to 
cash in on commitments from 
visitors like Kingston Davis, 
Desmond Fitzpatrick, David 


: Reese or Markell Simmons, but. 
' Nebraska did land commitments | 
: from Tre Bryant and Lamar 
: Jackson. Those two players 
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could have nice careers in Ne- 
- Simmons, Stille and Stoll for the - 
: Friday Night Lights camp. 


braska. It also goes to show that 


_ it takes more than a once-in-a- 
: lifetime atmosphere to win over 
: today’s recruits. 


The Butler did it 
After a quiet December, 


_ Nebraska finished with another 

_ flurry of commitments starting 

: with cornerback Tony Butler. 

: The defensive back had hoped 

_ he’d be playing with friends 

' Fitzpatrick and Reese, but 

_ instead he was the lone player 

- toend up at Nebraska. The 
commitment though kicked off a 
- fun finish for both Nebraska and 
: its’ fans. 


Following Butler, Nebraska 


- received commitments from 
: defensive players Pernell Jef- 


: ferson and Collin Miller. Both 
' are potential edge rushers who 
: could really help the Huskers 


in the future years pursue the 


: quarterback. 


Then the big domino fell. Ne- 


: braska landed offensive lineman 


Matt Farniok when Mike Riley, 


- Danny Langsdorf and Mike 
' Cavanaugh made a key in-home 
: visit late in the process. The big 


offensive lineman loved every- 


_ thing about Nebraska and the 


visit from the coaches prompted 


> him to commit. 


Nebraska followed out that 
news by adding Tulane transfer 


quarterback Tanner Lee, Top247 


defensive back Lamar Jackson 
and in-state tight end David 


' Engelhaupt to help close out the 


class. N 


blo 
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Riley likes transfer quarterback Tanner Lee 


Read daily Husker 

reports from Michael Bruntz 
at Huskerslllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


Before Tanner Lee publicly announced 
that he was planning to transfer from Tulane, 
Nebraska head coach Mike Riley heard from 
a friend in the NFL scouting ranks. 

The message: this kid can play. 

Once Lee publicly announced that he 
planned to transfer from Tulane, Riley and 
his staff were ready to act — bringing the 
quarterback in for an official visit to Lincoln 
and then following that up with an impor- 
tant in-home visit a few days later in New 
Orleans. 

Lee had initially said he would take his 
time with a decision, but quickly reversed 
course. 

“My family and I really enjoyed having 
him over and it meant a lot for him to make 
that trip,” Lee said. “We had a good time tell- 
ing stories and talking football. He wanted to 
make sure I felt comfortable with Nebraska 
and that I didn’t have any questions or con- 
cerns that were keeping me from coming to 
play for him.” 

That courtship is how Lee, a 6-foot-4 pro- 
style quarterback who played two seasons for 
the Green Wave, ended up signing a letter of 
intent with Nebraska. 

With Tommy Armstrong and Ryker Fyfe 
exhausting their eligibility following the 2016 
season, Riley and his staff knew that adding 
an experienced quarterback to the mix would 
be key if the opportunity presented itself. 

So when Lee announced he was leaving 
Tulane following the hire of Willie Fritz, a 
coach who prefers a quarterback run-game, 
Riley was ready to act. 

“T had actually heard about this guy 
from pro scouts that had been down to see 
him five months ago, not even knowing, 
strangely, that this thing was going to end up 
as a possibility of happening for Nebraska 
just in the last few weeks,” Riley said. “So, as 
this thing took place, I had already just had 
knowledge of it, we had real knowledge of 
it through (Nebraska wide receivers coach) 
Keith Williams who had been there with 
him, and then we had the video.” 

Last season while battling injury, Lee 
threw for 1,639 yards and 11 touchdowns to 
seven interceptions. That followed a redshirt 
freshman season where Lee threw for 1,962 
yards and 12 touchdowns. He also drew posi- 
tive reviews from NFL scouts who saw Lee 
throw at the Manning Passing Academy last 
summer in Louisiana and raved about his 
arm strength and mechanics. 

Lee will complete the semester at Tulane 
and enroll at Nebraska in June. The New 
Orleans native will have to sit out the 2016 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


Photo courtesy of Parker Waters 


*, 
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season and will have a year of eligibility 
remaining as he enters the quarterback fray 
in 2017. Lee is in the process of petitioning 
the NCAA for a sixth season of eligibility, 
Riley said. 

Because Nebraska didn’t take a quarter- 
back in its 2015 class, Riley said getting a 
transfer helped bridge the gap that occurred. 

“We did not sign a guy last year so in 
a way, we've got a young guy in Patrick 
(O’Brien) and we've got a maybe intermedi- 
ate guy in Tanner,’ Riley said. “He will not be 
eligible this year, he for sure has a year with 
the possibility that he is going to appeal for a 
second year we won't know about for awhile. 
So he’s in the middle of that. 

“Either way we are excited about it, it 
provides us more competition in a transition 
period after Tommy (Armstrong Jr.) gradu- 
ates, we'll have a very good young player in 
Patrick (O’Brien), we have the guys that are 
currently in the program, and we've added 
Tanner to that picture who has played in 
games and been productive. I think he is a 
very talented guy and so I think our quarter- 
back picture really was improved with him 
deciding to come.” 

Lee’s presence will make for an interest- 
ing quarterback competition in the spring 
of 2017. Zack Darlington and A.J. Bush have 
a year experience in Nebraska's offense, and 
O’Brien will already have a year under his 
belt. 

After news broke of Lee’s transfer, O’Brien 
posted a simple message on Twitter. “Com- 
petition will bring out the best of me,” he 
tweeted. 

Let the (future) competition begin. 
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Don't spend valuable pre-game time searching for parking 
before Husker kickoffs. Reserve your parking online for one 
game or the entire season at one of our convenient City 
garages. You'll save time and money AND qualify to win 
valuable prizes! Were giving away two Big Red Weekend 
Packages that include two tickets to the game, $100 in 
Husker merchandise and a $50 restaurant gift certificate. 


It's easy to sign up at . SO Go-Park-Win 
with the Huskers and reserve 
game day parking! 
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Xela <elaleleleme) ce ie 


Park 
a CT) 


CLASS OF 2016 
SCHOLARSHIP RECRUITS 


Name Pos. _Ht. Wt. 
Quayshon AlexanderLB 6-3 = 235 
Dicaprio Bootle DB 5-10 180 
Bryan Brokop OL 65 275 
Tre Bryant RB 5-11 200 
Tony Butler DB 6-2 195 
Marquel Dismuke DB 6-2 180 
JoJo Domann DB 6-1 205 
David Engelhaupt TE 6-3 230 
Matt Farniok OL 6-6 300 
Derrion Grim* WR_ 6-0 190 
Lamar Jackson DB_ 6-3 195 
Pernell Jefferson LB 6-2 225 
Caleb Lightbourn  PK/P 6-3 220 
Collin Miller DL 63 235 
Patrick O’Brien* QB 6-4 230 
John Raridon OL 64 275 
Greg Simmons LB 6-2 240 
JD Spielman WR 5-9 180 
Ben Stille DL 6-5 240 
Jack Stoll TE 6-4 235 
Boe Wilson OL 6-3 295 


*-enrolled at Nebraska in January 


Hometown 

Prospect Park, N.J. 
Miami, Fla. 

New Lenox, III. 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 
Calabasas, Calif. 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Norfolk, Neb. 

Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Stockton, Calif. 

Elk Grove, Calif. 
New Orleans, La. 
Washougal, Wash. 
Fishers, Ind. 

San Juan Capistrano, Calif. 
West Des Moines, Iowa 
Fort Pierce, Fla. 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 
Ashland, Neb. 

Lone Tree, Colo. 
Lee’s Summit, Mo. 


High School 

De Paul Catholic 
Southridge 
Lincoln Way West 
Christian Brothers 
St. Edward 
Calabasas 

Pine Creek 
Norfolk Catholic 
Washington 
Ronald E. McNair 
Franklin 

Warren Easton 
Camas HS 
Hamilton Southeastern 
San Juan Hills 
Valley 

Fort Pierce Central 
Eden Prairie 
Ashland-Greenwood 
Regis Jesuit 

Lee’s Summit West 


WALK-ON RECRUITS 


Name Pos. _ Ht. ___ Wt... Hometown High School 

Ty Chaffin WR 6-5 200 Burwell, Neb. Burwell 
Creighton Hamik LB 6-3 210 Kearney, Neb. Kearney Catholic 
Tanner Hass ATH 6-0 195 West Point, Neb. Guardian Angels 
Branden Hohenstein TE 6-4 205 Sioux City, Iowa Bishop Heelan 
Todd Honas WR 5-11 +200 ~~ Aurora, Neb. Aurora 

Tavlin Hunt LB 6-0 215 Lincoln, Neb. North Star 

Grant Jordan FB 6-1 205 Omaha, Neb. Westside 

Spencer Jordan LB 6-2 215 Omaha, Neb. Westside 

Eli Sullivan DB 6-2 190 Longmont, Colo. Longmont 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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Quayshon 


Alexander 
Prospect Park, NJ 
LB | 6-3 | 235 | 

3 Stars 


Tre 


Bryant 

St. Louis, MO 
RB | 5-11 | 200 | 
3 Stars 


JoJo 
Domann 
Colorado Spring, CO 
| LB| 6-1 | 205 | 

3 Stars 


Derrion 

| Grim 
Stockton, CA 
WR | 6-0 | 190 | 
3 Stars 


Caleb 


Lightbourn 
Washougal, WA 
PK/P | 6-3 | 220| 
3 Stars 


John 


Raridon 

West Des Moines, IA 
OL | 6-4 | 275 | 

4 Stars 


Ben 


Stille 
Ashland, NE 
DL | 6-5 | 240| 
3 Stars 
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Dicaprio 
Bootle 
Miami, FL 

DB | 5-10 | 180 | 
3 Stars 


Tony 


Butler 

Cleveland Heights, OH 
DB | 6-2 | 195 | 

3 Stars 


David 


Engelhaupt 
Norfolk, NE 

TE | 6-3 | 230 | 

3 Stars 


7, Lamar 


Jackson 
Elk Grove, CA 
DB | 6-3 | 195 | 
4 Stars 


Collin 


Miller 
Fishers, IN 


S) DL|6-3|235| 


| A 


3 Stars 


Greg 


Simmons 

Fort Pierce, FL 
LB | 6-2 | 240 | 
3 Stars 


Jack 


Stoll 
Lone Tree, CO 
TE | 6-4 | 235 | 
3 Stars 


Bryan 
Brokop 


New Lenox, IL 
OL | 6-5 | 275 | 
3 Stars 


| Marquel 


Dismuke 
Calabasas, CA 
DB | 6-2 | 180 | 


| 4 Stars 


Matt 


Farniok 
Sioux Falls, SD 
OL | 6-6 | 300 | 
4 Stars 


Pernell 


| Jefferson 


New Orleans, LA 
LB | 6-2 | 225 | 


| 3 Stars 


> 


Patrick 
O’Brien 

San Juan Capistrano, CA 
QB | 6-4 | 230 | 

4 Stars 


JD 


Spielman 
Eden Prairie, MN 
WR | 5-9 | 180 | 

3 Stars 


Wilson 

Lee’s Summit, MO 
OL | 6-3 | 295 | 

3 Stars 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


Photo by Shane G. Gilster/Huskers Illustrated 


| DE PAUL HS 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


QUAYSHON 


29 (WDE) 

Alexander is a key recruit because 
he can play linebacker or line up at defensive end. 
Nebraska didn’t sign a legitimate pass rusher in 
this recruiting class, so Alexander could fit the bill 
and get on the field as a true freshman. 

Rutgers, Michigan State, In- 
diana, Pittsburgh, Michigan, Notre Dame 
“Coach Riley 
told me how great it was that I committed and I 
told him how much of an honor it was to be part 
of Nebraska. I always thought it was the place for 
me. After being there for a whole weekend I really 
got to meet the guys and really understand what 
it was about and Nebraska's future plans. I knew 
every place could offer me something great or top 
notch, but with Nebraska I knew it was a place that 
was ready to explode. The next few years are going 
to be great and I’m ready to be a part of that.” 


“T am the associate head coach at De Paul and 
have been here for eleven years. Quay is certainly 
at the top of the list in terms of his position group. 
He is a unique kid because he’s a hybrid type of 
player. We played him at end and sent him off the 
edge but may be moved at Nebraska to be a true 
outside linebacker. Overall Quay is a quiet kid but 
on the field he switches his motor on and he is re- 
lentless... he just doesn’t stop. Off the field he is 
a soft spoken, humble kid. He is a type of kid that 
would rather got to a workout than a party. He kind 
of walks to the beat of his own drum. To choose 
to go to a place like Nebraska for college, I would 
have been concerned for any other kid. But with 
Quay, I wasn’t. He is a different type of kid and 
knows what he wants. Given his home life, he has 
been self-sufficient for a pretty long time which 
a lot of teenage kids don’t have to do for them- 
selves. I handle all the recruiting here at De Paul. 
I dealt with Coach Bray and Riley from Nebraska 
and they were refreshing, genuine guys... differ- 
ent from the other coaches. They did a good job 
of making sure Quay could handle coming to Ne- 
braska and I appreciate the way they approached 
their recruitment of Quay. They encouraged him to 
visit other places to make sure he made the right 
decision. After every visit Quay would say that he 
was still good with Nebraska.” 
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DICAPRIO 


4 


PONSA” DPI oto > 


| SOUTHRIDGE HS 


125 (CB) 

Nebraska offered Bootle 
after seeing him at their satellite camp 
in South Florida. Bootle isn’t as big in 
terms of stature but his speed and cover- 
ing ability is what the NU coaches liked. 
He will likely need to redshirt and add 
some strength so he can handle the physi- 
cal receivers of the Big Ten. 

Central Florida, 
Middle Tennessee State, FIU, Illinois 
“T just like 
the program itself. They have super fa- 
cilities and they have a lot to offer. As a 
whole I like what they are doing. 
Nebraska is getting a lockdown corner. 
One that can make tackles and isn’t afraid 
to stick his head into traffic. ’m fast with 
the ability the shut down and take away 
half the field” 
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Story by By Shane G. Gilster & 247Sports * Photo by Michael Bruntz 


“T just finished my first year as 
the offensive coordinator and recruiting 
coordinator at Southridge but have been 
coaching in high school for ten years. 

Dicaprio is certainly one of the smart- 
est cornerbacks I have seen in a while. 
His football IQ is pretty high and athleti- 
cally he is phenomenal. His weight room 
numbers are off the charts and his track 
times speak for themselves. 

Dicaprio needs to work on his ball 
skills and be able to make more plays 
on the ball to get interceptions. But oth- 
er than that his game is pretty flawless. 
He reminds me of Dre Bly who played 
at North Carolina and then in the NFL. 
They both have the same stature and skill 
set. 

I think Dicaprio flew under the re- 
cruiting radar because he was under 


promoted as a student athlete. He really 
didn’t go to camps and put himself out 
there to be seen. He was a Miami Killian 
high school for three years before com- 
ing to Southridge. So when he got here, I 
helped Dicaprio get to the camps and one 
of them was Nebraska’s satellite camp. 
That helped him out tremendously be- 
cause he ran a 4.34 twice for Nebraska 
and their coaches really liked him. 

Once he got that Nebraska offer, other 
schools started to become interested. Mi- 
ami’s new coaching staff really tried to 
get involved with Dicaprio but he just 
fell in love with Coach Stewart and the 
other coaches at that Nebraska satellite 
camp. 

I knew Coach Stewart before when he 
was at Maryland. He is a good friend of 
mine and the relationship I have with him 
helped their recruitment of Dicaprio.” 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 
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BRYAN 
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| LINCOLN WAY WEST HS 


Story by By Shane G. Gilster & 247Sports * Photo courtesy of Lincoln Way West High School 


36 (OT) 
Brokop had been commit- 
ted to NU since September of 2014. A 
powerful blocker, Brokop could play 
guard or center in college. Brokop is the 
type of mauler NU wants on the interior 
of its offensive line. 
Arizona State, Au- 
burn, California, Duke, Syracuse, Illi- 
nois 
“It was a 
rough year for Nebraska this past sea- 
son but they had new coaches and a new 
scheme. Give it a couple of years and we 
will be the same old Nebraska everyone 
loves and knows.” 


“Bryan was a golfer but 
we got him to come out for football 
halfway through his freshman year. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


He made strides so quickly because he 
is a good athlete. But he isn’t athletic 
enough to play tackle, so he’ ll be more 
of a guard or center in college. 

Bryan started as a sophomore when 
he only played three high school games 
up to that point. But he is very smart; 
his football IQ I very high so he picked 
up things very fast. Usually a center 
would do the line calls but Bryan did 
most of those. 

Off the field he is your typical goofy 
offensive lineman. He is a thug on the 
field and a very nice kid off of it. 

He visited Nebraska when the old 
coaching staff was there and really liked 
it. He loved Nebraska so he waited to 
see what the new coaching staff was go- 
ing to do. The new staff was very honor- 
able and honored all the verbal commit- 
ments. Bryan was really excited about 


that and was even more so when he hit 
it off with Coach Cavanaugh. 

Illinois is a different state where 
there isn’t a lot of loyalty to the instate 
Universities. 

So it isn’t like Nebraska or Iowa. The 
kids here are more fans of Notre Dame, 
Iowa or Wisconsin. 

Bryan is a very good run blocker. He 
is devastating on trap and counter plays. 
He doesn’t get tired, and as the game 
goes on he doesn’t lose his strength. On 
pass blocking he didn’t give up a sack 
all season. 

I would imagine he would redshirt 
his first year at Nebraska to get stronger 
and work on his technique. 

I would imagine by the time August 
rolls around, he would weigh close to 
290 pounds, and put on more muscle 
than fat.” 
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TREBRYANT 


247Sports Composite Rating/Posi- 
tion Rank: 35 (RB) 

Analysis: The only running back re- 
cruit in Nebraska’s recruiting class, Bry- 
ant is the type of back the NU coaching 
staff was looking for. With a great com- 
bination of speed and strength, Bryant 
can catch the ball out of the backfield, 
be able to run the ball around 25 times 
a game, and return kicks. So he should 
have an excellent chance to play as a true 
freshman. 

Chose NU Over: Kansas State, Min- 
nesota, Northwestern, Indiana and Mis- 
souri 

Quoting Tre Bryant: “T really like the 
coaches. We talked about the life of a stu- 
dent athlete at Nebraska, how I‘ fit in the 
offensive system and it was a great visit. 
I really liked talking with all the coaches. 

I would say it’s a balanced offense and 
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Gr Story by By Shane G. Gilster & 247Sports * Photo by Keith Gregg 


it’s definitely an offense the right running 
back can thrive in. I see myself fitting in 
there as a running back and figuring out 
how to contribute as best I can” 

Quoting Christian Brothers Coach 
Scott Pingel: “Tre is the only kid I ever 
pulled up as a freshman to play on varsi- 
ty. He was a 14-year old man and started 
for us in the playoffs. So we knew he was 
a special player for us early on. 

Tre is extremely talented but also very 
unselfish. So when you compare him to 
the other players we have had here, you 
have to say he is one of the better ones. 
Every time he touched the ball he could 
take it the distance, so he had that home- 
run ability. He can run the 40-yard dash 
at 4.5 but could probably get close to a 
4.4, 

He only averaged 12 to 15 touches 
a game because we got up big on some 


a a ae Ps!) 


teams and we also liked to distribute the 
ball around. We also had another dynam- 
ic running back on the field with him so 
it was fun to watch them both on the field 
share the carries. 

I think he committed to Kansas State 
because he was tired of the recruiting 
and wanted it to be over with. It wasn’t a 
bad fit for him but it wasn’t the right fit 
so that is why he changed to Nebraska. 

Tre said he was very much interested 
in Nebraska’s history and tradition and it 
helped that he was at the Michigan State 
game on his official visit. 

I would compare Tre to the guy Ne- 
braska had a few years ago, Ameer 
Abdullah. He isn’t your traditional run- 
ning back. He can run inside or outside; 
he is a three-down back. He can catch the 
ball out of the backfield and takes pride 
in pass pro.” 
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DELIVERING THE GOODS” 


Lele Pein [e) 


402-476-8677 
1206 P STREET STE. 101 LINCOLN 
OPEN 10:30AM - 3AN EVERY DAY 


palexe)fansp sissies 
Steaks & Prime Rib!* 


DINING GUIDE 


tautfer's 


Cafe & Pie Shoppe 


5600 South 48" St. Lincoln, Ne 68516 
402-423-2206 e www.staufferscafe.com 


The Best Homemade Cooking in Nebraska 


50 varieties of Serving 
i A ; Breakfast, 
omemaae foes Lunch & Dinner 


Kids eat for 
$.99 cents on 
Mondays 


$2.25 Pie on 
Saturday 


“Coming to 
Stauffer’s is like 
el coming home to 
Grandma’s.” 


~FSS: 
» ™ “She 
. s 


2a 
Voted Best of Lincoln for Steaks, Prime Rib & Fine Dining. > 


Visit www.MistysLincoln.com for banquet and 
catering information and upcoming events. 


247Sports Composite Rating/Position Rank: 
51 (CB) 

Analysis: Butler comes from a top-notch high 
school and could see the field as a true freshman. He 
is a long, athletic defensive back that excels in man- 
to-man coverage. Butler is a perfect fit for the kind of 
defense Nebraska wants to run. 

Chose NU Over: West Virginia, Arizona State, 
Rutgers 

Quoting Tony Butler: “I was offered over the 
Summer by Nebraska, but I wanted to focus on my 
senior season and not recruiting. After the season 
coach (Brian) Stewart called me and asked if I was 
still interested in Nebraska and if I wanted to visit. I 
said I was and wanted to see what Nebraska was like. 
It was an amazing trip and I loved it. Coach Stew- 
art is very relatable in terms of life and he coached 
at the highest level in the NFL. With his experience 
he could take me to a higher level. I like to pattern 
my game after Charles Woodson and Richard Sher- 
man. I liked Woodson’s mentality that no one will be 
able to catch a ball against him. Sherman’s size and 
athleticism, along with his swagger, made him the 
best. I want to resemble both of them when playing 
the cornerback position. I don’t look at 40-yard dash 
times, but believe in game speed. As long as you 
can stay with your man during a whole game, you 
are fast enough. West Virginia finished runner-up to 
Nebraska. Growing up I liked West Virginia... they 
were actually my dream school. But I wasn’t close 
to their defensive backs coach, and in their recruiting 
class they already had two defensive back commits 
from Ohio and signed a total of seven.” 

Quoting St. Edward Coach Tom Lombardo: 
“Tony has all the dimensions you want in a defen- 
sive back at the Division I level. He is a long, rangy 
kid with good speed. His coverage skills are his big- 
gest attribute that will carry him in the next level. He 
is a unique player and has a body type unlike any 
that I have coached at the cornerback position. He 
wasn’t targeted much by opposing offenses because 
he pretty much shut down the other team’s best re- 
ceiver. On the field he was very coachable and easy 
to deal with. He needs to become more of a physical 
player and work on his form as a tackler. His strength 
is being left on an island to cover his man. No one ran 
by him on the field. A little surprised that he picked 
Nebraska because he really didn’t talk about it. He 
concentrated on the season and helped us win the 
state championship.” 
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NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 
SEASONED TO SUCCEED 


Tony Butler's high school will help him adjust at NU 


Story by By Shane G. Gilster « Photo courtesy of DRS Photography 


St. Edward high school in Lakewood, Ohio is known for 
producing great sports teams. Since 1978, the Eagles have won 
57 state championships and 11 national championships, making it 
the winningest high school athletic program in the state of Ohio 
and a highly regarded sports program in the country. 

In football, they have won the state championship the last two 
years, and one of the reasons why is because of Tony Butler. 

Butler played cornerback for the Eagles who finished ranked 
No. 6 nationally by USA Today. He notched 42 tackles, four in- 
terceptions and more than 20 pass breakups. For his efforts, he 
was on USA Today Ohio all-state team. 

Nebraska took notice and offered Butler a scholarship. Nebras- 
ka had some success recruiting the state of Ohio as former head 
coach Bo Pelini was from there and had played at Ohio State, but 
the Huskers haven’t been able to get a player from St. Edward 
since 1998 when DeJuan Groce signed with NU. 

Groce was named a high school All-American defensive back 
by Parade, SuperPrep, National Recruiting Advisor and PrepStar. 

Even though Groce was from Garfield Heights, he took the bus 
to St. Edward, taking him an hour and half to get there. 

“T wanted to play college football and the education is a lot bet- 
ter at St. Edward than the public school in my area,” Groce said. 

At first Groce didn’t like the fact St. Edward was an all-boys 
school. But once he knew more about the school; how it was a 
Catholic college prep school and that their sports programs were 
highly regarded, it seemed like the best for him. 

Butler said he heard about Groce through one of his wrestling 
coaches but doesn’t know a lot about him. The same goes for 
Groce who up until now, was the only one from St. Edward that 
went to Nebraska to play football. 

But both have a connection having played at St. Edward and 
now for Nebraska. One of the differences is Groce played for the 
Huskers when they were a top 10 team and at the time he signed 
his letter of intent, the Huskers were the reining national cham- 
pions. 

Butler knows the history of Nebraska football and relishes the 
chance to restore that tradition. He was looking for a school that 
had a tradition of excellence, championships and winning, which 
was similar to his high school. 

“T want a Big Ten Championship and eventually a National 
Championship. I have personal goals but that will come with the 
team’s success. We need to make big changes and improvements 
to make Nebraska great again,” Butler said. 

“T know our class isn’t going to mess around and just come in 
and want to redshirt. We are going to come in with a mindset that 
we are going to play right away and challenge the starters. Even if 
we don’t play right away at least that’s going to make them better. 
We all need to know our roles on the team and do it at the highest 
level.” 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


3T. EDWARD 


Butler went on to say that his recruiting class is in a group chat 
online and communicate about three times per week. They talk 
about what they need to do to prepare for Nebraska. They realize 
their class has to mature soon to make a big impact at Nebraska. 

Not only will they have to do that in terms of football, but leav- 
ing home and going off to college requires maturation and time to 
become acclimated to their life away from home. 

For Groce, that transition going from St. Edward to Lincoln, 
Nebraska wasn’t as difficult as it is for others. 

“The neighborhood around St. Edward is middle to upper mid- 
dle class and my school had people from all walks of life. So that 
prepared me for Lincoln and it wasn’t a culture shock for me. Now 
if I went to the public school where I was from, then it would have 
been,” he said. 

Groce said that Butler should have an easier time adjusting to 
Lincoln just like he did. But one big thing that he needs to prepare 
for is the football culture at Nebraska. 

“School-wise, St. Edward prepares you for college so Tony 
should be OK there. But he needs to prepare for the football atmo- 
sphere at Nebraska. Playing football at Nebraska was much bigger 
than I thought it would be,” he said. 

Groce is thrilled to have a fellow alum going to Nebraska to 
play football. “It is a beautiful thing and I am really excited to see 
how he does and will be hoping he does well,” he said. 
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247Sports Composite Rating/Position Rank: 9 
(Safety) 

Analysis: Dismuke was one of the top defensive 
backs in the state of California. Overshadowed in 
NU’s recruiting class by Lamar Jackson, Dismuke 
could turn out to be every bit as good as Jackson be- 
fore his Husker career is over. If he doesn’t get on the 
field as a true freshman, Dismuke should be in the 
mix in 2017. 

Chose NU Over: Arizona State, California, 
Michigan, Mississippi State, Colorado State 

Quoting Marquel Dismuke: “T felt comfortable 
committing after talking with my coaches and then 
talking with my family and mentor Keyshawn John- 
son. We just kind of sat down and talked about the 
football program, the school and the coaches. 

The NU coaches said they want me to be able to 
come in and play corner and a little bit of nickel. It re- 
ally doesn’t matter to me; I’m going to play my heart 
out no matter where I am.” 

Quoting Calabasas Coach Bryan Wilson: “I 
have been a defensive back coach going on two years 
now. I played defensive back at Nebraska under Bill 
Callahan. 

So I told Marquel that Nebraska is a great place to 
play football and to go to school. The environment is 
all about Nebraska football and the fans are very pas- 
sionate. He is really excited about going there. I told 
him as long as you work hard on and off the field, the 
fans will love you. 

Marquel is a great competitor with a short 
memory. He has a great ability to make the big 
play at the right time. He played mostly free safe- 
ty for us and also played some wide receiver and 
running back. 

I think he would be a good free safety in college 
because of his range but I also heard he may play 
a boundary corner at Nebraska. He can do that, be- 
cause he has long arms and is physical. His speed is 
good; he runs around a 4.5 in the 40-yard dash. 

I would compare Marquel to Eric Hagg who 
played at Nebraska. A long strider who would always 
find the ball. He’s got a great football instinct; you 
can line him up at corner, safety or at nickel, and he 
can always find a way to make a play. 

Marquel is more of a lead by example. He has a 
great attitude but is quiet. At Nebraska, he has the 
talent to play right away and with a new coaching. 
staff, playing time is up for grabs with the best man 
getting the job.” 
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247Sports Composite Rating/Position Rank: 
36 (ATH) 

Analysis: An outstanding athlete, Domann did 
it all for his high school team, playing offense, de- 
fense, and special teams. At Nebraska Domann is 
slated to play either safety or linebacker. It wouldn’t 
be a surprise to see him on the field as a true fresh- 
man this fall. 

Chose NU Over: Colorado, Colorado State, Cal- 
ifornia, Arizona State 

Quoting JoJo Domann: “Tve always been a 
fan, especially now having a teammate and one of 
my best friends at Nebraska along family friends in 
Lincoln. I'm so fortunate and blessed. Now I'm a Ne- 
braska football player, and it’s time for me to go show 
it. They're getting a dude that works his butt off, a 
leader who leads by example and verbally. 'm a win- 
ner and I’m going to bring everything I can to help 
the program win a Big Ten championship and a na- 
tional championship. We have a really good recruit- 
ing class and the sky is the limit for us. I'm so excited” 

Quoting Pine Creek Coach Todd Miller: “He 
can do so much that you can’t put his athleticism 
in a box. He’s played quarterback, tight end, run- 
ning back, wide receiver, outside linebacker, strong 
safety, and he even kicked for us. I don’t think we 
ever had that type of football athleticism. He’s very 
competitive and bull-headed. He likes you to say he 
can’t do something so he can prove it to you he can. 
He took over the leadership role like we expect our 
seniors to do. He was a vocal leader as well as setting 
the example on the field. He was injured most of the 
year with a high ankle sprain and still played through 
it. I don’t know a lot of kids, given his situation be- 
ing already committed to play football at a college, 
would have done that or have been able to play at 
all for that matter. He was still the best player on the 
field even when he was injured. JoJo reminds me of 
Christian McCaffrey who played high school foot- 
ball here in Colorado and is now at Stanford. Mc- 
Caffrey did it all for his team and JoJo was that for 
us. If we needed a fourth and one, JoJo would play 
quarterback and get it. If we needed something, it 
usually went through him. In today’s game of spread 
offenses, JoJo is a kid you cherish because he is big 
enough to come down in the box and play the run 

See ; and he is athletic enough to cover the number two 
COL receive in the slot. If you want him to rush off the 
edge he has enough size to do that.” 
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Engelhaupt is a Nebraska kid who 
couldn’t turn down a late NU offer. Even though 
he was committed to Wyoming, the dream most 
in-state kids have to play for the Big Red was 
too much to turn down. Engelhaupt will need 
time to develop in the Husker strength and con- 
ditioning program but has the ability to make a 
contribution down the road. 

Wyoming 
“T called Coach 
Langsdorf and he gave me the offer. He told me 
that Nebraska missed on a couple people and 
they had a spot for me. I called my parents right 
after it. They were really happy. They’re just 
jacked for me. 

I am excited to play tight end and it sounds 
like a lot of fun to me. I feel like I have pretty 
good hands and I see the field really well, so 
I should be able to help out and make plays 
there.” 


“David can really run well for a guy his 
size. That gives him a great opportunity to play 
at the Division I level. 

He played running back and outside line- 
backer. But if we needed to use him in other 
ways, he was a very mobile player to get the 
football to. 

David reminds me of Dusty Keiser who 
played here and went on to Nebraska and played 
tight end for them. Both of them are big, strong 
kids with good hands. But David may have more 
speed than Dusty. He also has good feet and you 
have to be able to move around on the field. 

Some colleges liked David as a defensive end 
or outside linebacker. But I think he has a good 
skill-set to catch the ball well and has very good 
explosion. He’ll have to develop skills of being 
in a three-point stance and blocking some big- 
ger people. David is a pretty slender guy right 
now weighing around 230 but can carry another 
15 to 20 pounds. 

I knew David was on Nebraska’s radar but as 
it got later I thought an offer probably wasn’t 
going to happen there. David and his family 
were happy with the University of Wyoming but 
we live in Nebraska and kids grow up wanting 
to play there.” 
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NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


MATT 


Story by By Shane G. Gilster & 247Sports * Photo by Isaiah Hole 


24 (OT) 

Some consider Farniok 
as the top recruit in Nebraska’s class, 
mainly because of the dire need for 
an offensive tackle. The NU coaching 
staff put the full court press on Farniok 
and it paid off when he chose the Husk- 
ers over a hotly contested battle with 
Iowa. 

Iowa, Michigan 
State 
“I commit- 
ted to Nebraska because it felt right. I 
just really liked the people. It’s really just 
a great deal of pride to be connected to 
such a great school. 

Instead of showing me all these big 
bells and whistles, my visit to Nebraska 
was more down-to-earth; this is who we 
are, this is what we do. It was laid back, 
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relaxed, just talking, just a normal con- 
versation.” 


“Matt could be one of the best 
football players to walk out of here and 
that is saying a lot considering the guys 
we had here like Chad Greenway and 
Riley Reiff in the last ten years. 

What Matt is really good at is he is 
super athletic. He is 6-foot-6, runs ex- 
tremely well, and has great feet. But his 
best quality is he’s a team guy. He’s the 
glue on a team. What I mean by that is 
he has the unique ability to get everyone 
to work together. 

Matt can be both local and lead by 
example. Down at the U.S. Army AIl- 
American game, I would see Matt pick 
his teammates up. One example was 
when the quarterback threw an inter- 
ception and got knocked to the ground. 


| WASHINGTON HS 
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Matt ran over to him, picked him off the 
ground, put his arm around him, and 
walked him off the field. That is typi- 
cal Matt. 

Matt is kind of a workout freak. 
At Nebraska, with their nutrition and 
strength/conditioning program, I can 
foresee Matt’s playing weight at around 
325. He needs to find a weight where he 
can still move and be strong. 

With the offensive line class that 
Nebraska has coming in and with the 
guidance of Coach Cavanaugh, I really 
think they can do something special 
there. 

The three schools that Matt narrowed 
it done to were pretty similar. But it was 
the success and pride that Nebraska has 
had and the fans loyalty to their team. 
This coaching staff is going to bring that 
back to Nebraska.” 
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NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


DERRION 


119 (WR) 

You can’t dispute Grim’s production 
after setting the state record for receiving yards in 
a season with 1,928. But he wasn’t highly recruit- 
ed, which makes you wonder as to why? Nebraska 
doesn’t care as they feel they got a steal out of the 
state of California. Grim, who was a first-team Pa- 
rade All-American, also graduated early and enrolled 
at NU in January. 

Boise State, Eastern Washing- 
ton, Sacramento State 
“When I thought of Ne- 
braska, I thought of fields and corn. Then when I got 
out here I saw all the buildings and all of the people 
were nice. It’s just a wonderful place. 

Nebraska’s wide receiver coach is one of the best 
in the nation and he can help me get to my full po- 
tential. The coaching staff is great and what they’re 
doing with the offense is wonderful and it'll get me 
ready for what I want to do next. Plus, the atmo- 
sphere there is just great.” 


“What Derrion did this past year, is to be 
commended. Not only on the football field but off of 
it in order to get himself out of Stockton. Our area is 
like an inner city and has a high crime rate. But Der- 
rion carried himself with respect and honor. I am also 
a probation officer and work with a lot of criminals 
so when you get a bright start like Derrion, it is great 
to see and he deserves all the credit. I tell people who 
might not think Derrion played against good com- 
petition, to watch his film. You are still running and 
catching. Football is football and if you watch him 
play and how he carries himself, then you have to 
give him credit. He did things that should amaze you, 
no matter what division of football he played in. 

I would compare Derrion to Brandin Cooks who 
is also from the Stockton area. He is actually a rela- 
tive of mine so I have watched him grow like I have 
with Derrion. I think Derrion is a bigger version of 
Brandin but Brandin has the blazing speed. I think 
Derrion can work on his speed because his speed is 
about a 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. Derrion’s hands, size 
and ability to break tackles is something he is better 
at than Brandin. Derrion can do it all... he can play 
slot or wideout. He is also big enough to play running 
back, so he is a multi-skilled player. But I think he 
will excel at wide receiver because of his great hands 
and route running ability.” 
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5 (Safety) 

On paper, Jackson is the big- 
gest get for the Huskers. He is not only the 
highest-rated recruit in the class but fills a 
huge need at defensive back. It is yet to be 
determined whether he plays safety or cor- 
nerback but he is a likely choice to play as 
a true freshman. 

Arizona, Arizona 
State, USC, UCLA, Michigan 
“The visit to 
Nebraska really helped a lot. I just kept get- 
ting love from the fans. It was just a great 
overall visit. It was my best visit. Then the 
coaching staff was just consistent through- 
out recruiting me. They answered all my 
questions. 

Really one of the biggest things is that 
every coach at Nebraska would talk to 
me. Every last one there, even the player 
personnel people, they all just wanted me 
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there. I just got such a really good vibe. 
Can't forget about Nebraska's fan base. It’s 
amazing knowing that many people want 
you and I'll get to play at a high-level in 
front of 90,000 people. That really can't be 
beat. The coaches just did a really good job 
with my parents. My mom said she really 
trusts them and their plans. I’m going to 
Nebraska because I can trust the coaching 
staff and coach Mike Riley is a real player's 
coach.” 


“T have been the head coach at Frank- 
lin since it opened in 2002. Lamar is by 
far the most highly recruited athlete we’ ve 
had on our campus. Lamar was our start- 
ing quarterback as a sophomore. Then as 
a junior he played quarterback to start the 
season but we moved him to defense and 
running back. We ran a zone read / spread 
offense, so Lamar was exciting to watch. 
We moved him back to quarterback for the 


| FRANKLIN HS 


last three games his senior season because 
we lost our other quarterback to an injury. 

He definitely could have been an option 
quarterback back when Nebraska ran that 
style of offense. A kid that size with 4.5 
speed would have been a good fit there. 

When coaches started to come through 
our school, they saw Lamar at quarterback 
and said that he wouldn’t get a scholarship 
offer at the Division I level playing that 
position. It was because he just wasn’t that 
fluid of a passer. So that was when he de- 
cided to move him to the defensive side of 
the ball and he started getting a lot of offers 
and his recruitment just blew up. 

God gave him the size along with the 
quickness and coverage skills of a defen- 
sive back. You just don’t see that type of 
combination very often. The person that 
he’s been compared to the most is Shaq 
Thompson who played at Washington and 
now is at the Carolina Panthers.” 
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NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


PERNELL 


65 (OLB) 
A one-time Oklahoma 
Sooner commit, Jefferson comes from 
the talent-rich area of New Orleans. 
Nebraska has always had success with 
players from there, and hope Jefferson 
can be another. He recorded over 100 
tackles with 14 for loss and was named 
a Louisiana all-stater by USA Today. If 
he can bring his high school production 
to the college ranks, NU will benefit 
greatly. 

Oklahoma, Indiana 
“Ne- 
braska’s coaches said they want me to 
be the player I was in high school. Coach 
Bray told me they’re going to try to find 
the spot where they can best utilize my 

skills on defense. 
Coach Bray didn’t tell me that I was 


24 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | March 2016 


i 


| WARREN EASTON HS 


Story by By Shane G. Gilster & 247Sports * Photo by Alexis Hamilton Photography 


going to come there and start right away 
like some of the other colleges did. I was 
going to have work and earn my posi- 
tion. 

If I was good enough to play as a 
freshman than they want to get the best 
players on the field regardless who they 
are. I don’t want anything given to me, I 
want to earn it. 

Coach Bray said I was going to learn 
all the linebacker positions because 
there isn’t just one specific position I 
could play. 

So wherever I can play, I will play. 
The coaches said that I am a big guy 
with size but can move like a DB. 


I started as a true freshman here at 
Warren Easton and I wanted to be good, 


but I never had a feeling that I had made 
it as a football player. 

Growing up I really didn’t have any- 
thing and by committing to OU I felt like 
I have accomplished something. I never 
thought that it would be to this point that 
I would get to play football at one of the 
top programs in the country, and this 
was a great feeling for me. 

I committed to Oklahoma early in 
August but wanted to visit other schools 
and when I went to Nebraska, everything 
was awesome. 

So I was like, “Why not here!’ When 
I told the Oklahoma coaches I was de- 
committing, they were pretty upset but I 
guess they understood.” 


Portions taken from “Unsportsman- 
like Conduct” interview on 1620 AM 
The Zone. 
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6 (P) 

Lightbourn looks more like a 
tight end than a kicker. Nebraska has never 
had a kid who looked like him with this 
type of physique at the punter/placekicker 
position. But special teams coach Bruce 
Read made Lightbourn a priority for NU. 
He is an extremely raw talent but has a big 
upside. 

Washington 

“Nebraska 
is amazing. The atmosphere of the games, 
the players there now, and I really feel like 
all the support they give their players is by 
far better than any other university. It’s just 
by far better than everyone else. I’m just re- 

ally blessed to have this opportunity. 
I feel like everything is going to click 
when I come in for fall camp. They're all re- 
ally genuine guys. They are probably some 
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of the nicest guys I know. Coach Riley is 
one of the best people that I've met. I’ve 
heard amazing things about him and I'm 
excited” 


“Bruce Read from Nebraska has 
been talking about Caleb for a few years 
now so we knew they were interested. But 
Caleb has really been off the radar because 
he didn’t play most of his senior season 
with a knee injury. That’s why you didn’t 
see a lot of interest from colleges. 

When he walks in people can’t believe 
he’s the kicker. I tried to get him to play 
another position. He would ask me if he 
could kick a 50-yard field, I said he could 
when he would sack the quarterback. 

We discovered him as a freshman 
when he got cut from the soccer team. He 
couldn’t pass their conditioning program 
because he is so big that he couldn’t keep 


| CAMAS HS 


up with those 5-foot-8, 120-pound kids. 
We would see him with a bag of footballs 
and start kicking these 30 to 50-yard field 
goals. We encouraged him to try out for the 
football team and he started kicking for us 
as a sophomore. 

He got his coaching from the Kohl’s 
Kicking Camps and then there was a guy 
who kicked in college and Arena Football 
League. Our coaching staff mainly had to 
work on educating him about the game of 
football. 

One time he kicked off, picked up the 
tee, and then started walking off the field. 
We told him he was still part of the cov- 
erage and needed to get down the field to 
help tackle. 

I think he is OCD on kicking. If we 
didn’t tell him to stop, he would kick for 
10 hours a day. He is obsessed with it; he 
is a kicking junkie.” 
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coLLINMILLER he kk 63/235 


247Sports Composite Rating/Position 
Rank: 54 (OLB) 

Analysis: Nebraska started recruiting 
Miller late and sealed the deal with him af- 
ter a January visit. As a defensive end in high 
school, Miller had a stellar senior season with 
over 100 tackles and 11 sacks. But he will 
need some time as a redshirt before he makes 
an impact at Nebraska. 

Chose NU Over: South Florida, Indiana, 
Duke, Syracuse 

Quoting Collin Miller: “I told coach Riley 
I was committing and he had a huge smile on 
his face. Everyone had a big smile on their 
face and then my mom started crying. Then 
coach Riley got up away from the table and 
went over to comfort my mom. They’re such a 
great coaching staff.” 

Quoting Hamilton Southeastern Coach 
Scott May: “He has the intangibles not every 
kid has. He practices as hard as he plays in 
the game. 

He started at outside linebacker for us as a 
sophomore. Then we moved him to defensive 


end the next two years because we needed him 

there. { 
He can really get off the ball with a great 

first step. y 


He is a physical player with good hand 


placement. 
He just creates mismatches coming off the | ; 
edge. 
He leads by example with his tempo with 
the way he practices and way he finishes drills 
and plays. 
Weight-wise he got up to 255 for us so I 
think he would have no problem playing be- 
tween 250-260 at Nebraska. 
With the motor Collin has, I would com- . 
pare him to someone like a Dwight Freeney. b 
f 


He isn’t as tall and rangy like Randy Gregory 
who played for us and went on to Nebraska. 
Collin was more of a physical player than 
Randy was for us. 

I wasn’t surprised that he picked Nebraska. 
I think the fact he gets to play for a Big Ten 
school was a big factor for him. I know Randy 
reached out to him but I don’t know how big a 
factor it was for Collin.” 


~ Z 


» 


sn 


Photo courtesy of Fishers High School 


)) BS FISHERS, IN | HAMILTON SE HS 
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NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


PATRICK 


10 (PRO) 

It’s no secret that O’Brien is 
the model quarterback NU offensive co- 
ordinator Danny Langsdorf wants to run 
his offense. O’Brien enrolled in January, 
which will help him learn the playbook 
and get acclimated to the college game. 
He will have every opportunity to win 
the backup job and push returning starter 
Tommy Armstrong. 

Colorado, Colorado 

State, Texas Tech, UNLV 
“Thad 
never been to the state of Nebraska before 
I visited there. I thought it would be all 
cornfields. Everybody at Nebraska was 
very genuine. Lincoln really surprised me 
and I really enjoyed it out there. Grow- 
ing up I was a fan of USC, Penn State and 
Texas. They had their chance to recruit me 
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but after I visited Nebraska and commit- 
ted to play there, I didn’t want to look at 
any place else. I would say my quarterback 
style is like that of Andrew Luck. A lot of 
people compare me to him. Being selected 
to the Elite 11 helped my recruit ranking but 
it gave me a new perspective to a lot of stuff 
like different offenses and coaching. I built a 
lot of confidence in myself to be recognized 
as one of the top 18 quarterbacks in the na- 
tion.” 


“We finished our season at 8-3 
and lost in the first round of the state play- 
offs. Without Patrick at quarterback our 
season would have been very different. He 
was the centerpiece of the offense because 
of his ability to move and throw the ball. 
Most of our run plays were zone reads for 
Patrick. 

We were mainly a spread offense with 


Photo courtesy of San Juan Hills High School 


some traditional behind center. Patrick is 
not a guy that runs a 4.5 or would play in 
an offense where your quarterback is re- 
quired to run. But he moves much better 
than people think for his size. If things 
breakdown, he has no problem getting the 
yards that are there. He would be able to 
do some zone read stuff to keep defenses 
honest in the Big Ten. 

Patrick likes making the throws a lot 
of guys can’t make such as the deep outs 
and comebacks. He set all our high school 
passing and total offense records. When 
we had our football awards banquet, we 
didn't take time to rattle off all the records, 
we just said, ‘He set all of them: It was huge 
to have a guy like Danny Langsdorf at Ne- 
braska. He coached quarterbacks in the 
NEL and had been with Mike Riley before. 
It was a massive part of the reason why 
Patrick wanted to go to Nebraska.” 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 
THE FUTURE IS NOW 


Patrick O’Brien is preparing to play right away 


Story by By Shane G. Gilster * Photo courtesy of San Juan Hills HS 

Patrick O’Brien was made to be a quarterback. 

“In looking at him in college and after, Patrick has all the 
tools for a quarterback,” said San Juan Hills high school coach 
Aaron Flowers said. “The physical side is there, it’s all about the 
mental part of the game now.” 

But if it is any indication on how he handled the mental game 
in high school, O’Brien should get that part down quickly in 
college. 

Flowers said the thing his star player was the best at was the 
mental part of the game which enabled him to play fast. Also the 
fact that O’Brien hadn’t played quarterback until his freshman 
year in high school helped him. 

“He played tight end and linebacker growing up so he’s got a 
got a different football awareness. That is why he is good in the 
pocket because he is used to people being around him. It helps 
him understand the spacing on the field and where the windows 
are to throw to,” Flowers said. 

And being a former linebacker, O’ Brien isn’t afraid to take on 
tacklers and fight for extra yards if need be. Known for more of 
a passer, O’Brien can run the ball effectively. He rushed for over 
600 yards in both his junior and senior seasons. 

When asked if the situation arose in a game where he was two 
yards away from a first down with a safety coming at him, would 
he go out of bounds short of the first down or try and cut in and 
make it, O’Brien replied, “I would definitely cut in and try to 
make the first down.” 

But it was because of his arm, not legs that O’Brien garnered 
accolades and scholarship offers from colleges. It was interest- 
ing that he didn’t get more offers besides Nebraska, Colorado, 
Colorado State, Texas Tech and UNLV. 

Maybe the reason why was he committed to NU in May of 
last year. 

“I don’t know why UCLA didn’t recruit Patrick, unless it 
was because they had a true freshman starting at quarterback 
last year and didn’t think there would be any interest from him. 
USC had started to show definite interest but it wasn’t until after 
he committed to Nebraska and by then it was too late,” Flowers 
explained. 

Nebraska liked not having to fight off those local California 
teams for O’Brien’s services. He was the only quarterback in 
their class and loved the fact he was able to enroll in school early 
this past January. 

“Getting there early to learn about college, the city, and get- 
ting comfortable with the team, is huge for Patrick,” Flowers 
said. “It is a lot for freshman to come in over the summer and 
jump right into fall practice and school. The more time to learn 
the playbook, especially for a position like quarterback is very 
important.” 

Another important aspect is a quarterback’s relationship with 
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his position coach in college. They have to understand one an- 
other and be on the same page to make it successful. 

“Patrick liked the relationship and history coach Riley and 
coach Langsdorf has had with their quarterbacks and the style of 
offense. When we sat down and looked at Nebraska, we couldn’t 
see a better fit than that for him,” Flowers said. 

“He has a dream of playing in the NFL someday and feels that 
the Nebraska coaching staff is the best to accomplish that for 
him. For everyone involved this is the right fit.” 

It seems like a perfect match for both O’Brien and Nebraska. 
The Husker offense under coordinator Danny Langsdorf, wants a 
quarterback in the mold of O’Brien. So that leaves one to wonder 
if that gives the true freshman an advantage in the quarterback 
competition in this year’s spring and fall practices? 

“Coach Langsdorf’s coaching style is similar to my high 
school coach. I thrived with that and if you look at my stats in 
high school, it shows that I can compete with the best. I want to 
do that in college,” O’Brien said. 

But he realizes that he isn’t going to be given the quarterback 
job, especially at a program like Nebraska who has a returning 
starter in senior Tommy Armstrong. 

“Coach Langsdorf just said to work out in the offseason and 
just be prepared to go in the Spring,” O’Brien said.” “He didn’t 
promise anything to me... I have to earn it. My mindset is to 
come in and compete. But I am preparing to come in and be the 
starter. I just feel it would be wrong not to think that way.” 
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NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


JOHN 


5 (OG) 
Raridon is a legacy recruit. 
His father Scott was an offensive line- 
man for the Huskers in the early 1980s. 
The number one recruit in the state of 
Iowa, Raridon is a road grader and is a 
perfect fit at guard on the Nebraska of- 
fensive line. 
Iowa, Iowa State, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Oregon, Oklahoma 
“T love their 
fans, their fan base and their facilities. 
I love the University of Nebraska and I 
know we didn’t have the greatest season 
this year, but I am excited about the new 
coaching staff. 
I really like Coach Cav, the O-line 
coach. He's a great dude and seems like 
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he'll be a really good guy to play for.” 


“T have been here at Valley for 21 
years now. John is ranked right up there 
with some of the best we’ve had here. 
He was a three-time all-state kid and I 
don’t think we had anybody do that here. 

The best thing about John is that he 
is a good athlete. He plays on our bas- 
ketball team and could be a really good 
track and field athlete. 

The most similar type of player in 
terms of body that we have had here that 
compared to John, would be Austin Ste- 
phens who is Utah State. They also have 
the same mentality when it came to hit- 
ting people. 

John has an aggressiveness about 
him. He played as a freshman on the of- 


fensive line which is not very common 
in the bigger schools in Iowa. He lined 
up at guard and tackle during his time 
here. 

He didn’t have any deficiencies when 
it came to run or pass blocking. He is a 
better run blocker because we are going 
to spend more time teaching a kid how 
to run block rather than pass block. 

But we have started to throw the ball 
more because of our quarterback and 
needed to pass block. So John is good 
at both. 

I think you will find that when John 
gets to Nebraska you will see a kid that 
has been well-coached in high school. 
He might not be a kid that will walk 
right in and play right away but I think 
he can play early.” 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


GREG 


31 (LB) 

A long, athletic type of linebacker, 
Simmons is a steal from the Sunshine State. He 
could make an impact immediately on special 
teams or could redshirt and become a big factor for 
Nebraska in years to come. 

Miami, Kentucky, Louisville 
“Nebraska is trying 

to build a dynasty, man. It’s great! They're trying to 
build that with me on board. I'm ready to roll! 

The main reason why I committed, was how 
Coach Bray recruited me. He told me theyd take 
care of me and get me better academically and ath- 
letically. Coach Riley can't wait to develop me as a 
young man, football wise and academic wise. He'll 
get my mind right for life after football” 


“We have had a run on good linebackers here 
at Fort Pierce Central and I think Greg is one of the 
best. He is a very versatile player. He played inside, 
outside, at defensive end, and even wanted to play 
safety. Greg reminds me of James Harrison of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. He comes off the edge really 
well, is a big kid against the run, and plays in space 
very well. He is pretty fast, I clocked him running a 
4.7 in the 40-yard dash. He started for us as a fresh- 
man and has made a big impact for us those four 
years. We haven’t really had someone do that before. 
Greg is a high energy, high character kid; definitely 
wants to be the first one so he has leadership quali- 
ties. He was a very vocal, passionate leader for us 
on the field. He has a big heart and genuinely cares 
for people. During his sophomore year, he was a 
little undersized but we played him at defensive end. 
Then outside linebacker his junior year before mov- 
ing to inside as a senior. If I would have to pick a 
position where he is the best at, it would probably be 
outside linebacker. He has a long frame so if he puts 
on weight, you probably won’t notice it. When he 
was at 225 he still looked like he was at 200 pounds. 
I think he could play at a 245 or 250-pound range. 
Greg’s mindset is to play his freshman year. He just 
wants to play, even if it means starting on special 
teams; he just wants to earn any job. Physically he 
has the tools to do it. His godfather is Wonderful 
Monds who was an All-American free safety for Ne- 
braska in the 1970s. So I think that was a big factor 
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JD 


30 (ATH) 

Spielman is too talented to keep off the 
field in his first season at Nebraska. He can help return 
kicks and punts as well as become an offensive weap- 
on on the jet sweep and make plays as a slot receiver. 
He could have the biggest impact of anyone from the 
2016 recruiting class much like De’Mornay Pierson- 
E] did as a true freshman for the Huskers in 2014. 

Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, ISU 
“The goal for me is to 
come in right away and play, but if I redshirt I am fine 
with that because I will still get my four years to play. 
Theard a lot of stuff saying that I was too short to play 
football but I didn’t listen to it. For me football runs 
through my veins, I couldn’t picture myself not play- 
ing it. I need to work on putting on weight without 
losing speed. I am at 180 pounds but my goal is come 
to college at 185. At the Minnesota camp I got timed 
at a 4.42 in the 40-yard dash. But my biggest focus is 
route running since I will be playing receiver. I never 
ran routes in high school; the only routes I ran were 
vertical ones. That will be the biggest transition, go- 
ing from running back to wide receiver.” 

“We 
had some great players thru the years go to Notre 
Dame, Ohio State and USC but JD may be the best 
football player we have ever had here. His instincts 
are so good and he is just a tremendous competi- 
tor. He has a tremendous athletic ability, hands and 
speed. Put all those things together and you have a 
special kid. I really think he should be a tailback at 
Nebraska. He has tremendous acceleration, so if you 
over run him or leave a hole open, he can cut back 
and is gone. He has great vision and very tough. He 
has difference making speed... you don’t realize 
how fast he is when he is coming at you. He was a 
game changer for us because the other team did not 
want to kick to him. They would try to just kick it 
out of bounds resulting in 10 or 15-yard kicks. That’s 
why his stats were not unbelievable other than his 
average, because no one would kick to him. His ca- 
reer average on punt returns was 23.1. This past year 
on kickoffs, his average was 30. JD’s running style 
reminds me of Gale Sayers because he has the vi- 
sion. He knows what kind of moves he is going to 
do to guys who are 10-15 yards downfield. No one 
can knock him over because of the strength he has in 
his hips and core. Being the top lacrosse player in the 
state has helped with that.” 
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TRIPLE-THREAT 


JD Spielman can run, return and receive 


Story by By Shane G. Gilster *» Photo by Gina Theilmann 


Last year I wrote a feature on current Husker De’ Mornay Pier- 
son-E]. Its main storyline was how he was a triple-threat as a run- 
ner, receiver and returner. 

As I write this story on current Husker recruit JD Spielman, I 
can’t help but see many similarities between the two during their 
prep football careers. 

Both are tough, athletic and have the ability to play either of- 
fense or defense. The high school coaches for Pierson-El and 
Spielman used them all over the field as they were too talented to 
just play on just one side of the ball 

Eden Prairie head coach Mike Grant started Spielman out on 
defense, having him at strong safety as a sophomore. Then in his 
junior season, Spielman played both strong and free safety posi- 
tions while getting involved in kick returns and at running back. 
Eden Prairie which is in the Minneapolis, Minnesota metro area, 
won the state title both of those years. 

Spielman didn’t have the touches or stats those two years on of- 
fense as his team had other running backs ahead of him. They also 
ran the ball out of an I-formation and didn’t throw the ball a lot. 
But this past year it was his time to be the featured guy at running 
back and he didn’t disappoint, running for almost 1,300 yards on 
just 102 carries (12.3 avg.) while scoring 19 touchdowns. 

“He also played cornerback, strong safety and free safety for 
us and was a tremendous tackler on defense. Without question he 
could play defense in college,” Grant said. 

Much like Pierson-El, Spielman didn’t have a lot of big name 
schools recruiting him. His offer list involved Nebraska, Michi- 
gan, Iowa, Iowa State and Minnesota. 

In today’s college game, offenses are looking for bigger re- 
ceivers and both Pierson-El and Spielman have the same build 
— 5-foot-9, 180 pounds. But in offenses like NU head coach Mike 
Riley’s, a player of their stature fits great in running jet sweeps, 
and routes out of the slot receiver position. 

“His height may only be 5-9, but just watch his film and see 
him play,” Grant said. “Production answers all critics. His produc- 
tion in all the things he can do on the field are as good anyone we 
have had.” 

What Spielman lacks in height, he makes up for in other ways. 

“T knew he wasn’t as big as the other boys but his heart seemed 
to take care of the rest. You can see that at an early age,” said 
Spielman’s mother Michele. 

You also can’t deny the fact that Spielman grew up around the 
game of football, being mentored by his father Rick, who is the 
Minnesota Vikings General Manager, and his uncle Chris, who 
starred at Ohio State and is an ESPN college football analyst. 

“His dad, given him his profession, gave him a lot of tips and 
pointers in a way that most kids probably don’t get. My husband 
does a lot of film watching, so he would sit down with JD and 
analyze his games and opponents,” Michele said. 
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As a ball boy for the Vikings, Spielman also got to be around 
and learn the tricks of the trade from professional players. 

“Tt gave me a chance to get tips from the players on how to 
improve my game,” he said. “I got to catch and field kickoffs and 
punts. The guy that helped me the most in the return game was 
Marcus Sherels. He gave me tips on how to square up when you 
catch the ball so you can go either left or right; also tips on how 
to find your opportunities and when you find a crease to shoot it.” 

But the main thing that has helped him on the field as a runner 
has to do with another sport. Spielman is also a star lacrosse player 
and has helped his team win two state championships. In fact, he 
was good enough in that sport going into his freshman year of high 
school to accept a scholarship from Ohio State. 

Spielman explained that a lot of his footwork drills have come 
from lacrosse and his field vision in football has improved ever 
since he started playing it. 

“You run with your head up and it is on a swivel so you can find 
an open guy to pass the ball to,” he said. 

With all his training on and off the field, along with his all-pur- 
pose ability to help out in the return game and on offense, Spiel- 
man has the potential do what Pierson-E] did his freshman year at 
Nebraska when he was named a second-team All-American. 

“T watch De’ Mornay Pierson-El’s highlights from his freshman 
year and like how he plays the game,” Spielman said. 
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Nebraska kids have always been the 
backbone of the NU football program and Stille will 
be represent his state and his hometown like those 
who came before him. He starred on both sides of the 
football in high school, leading the team in receiving 
yards with over 400 and in sacks with nine. Stille is 
slated to play defensive end but will need a redshirt 
year to get stronger and faster. 

Iowa, Iowa State, Ohio, Wyo- 
ming, Vanderbilt 
“T had narrowed it down to 
Iowa and Nebraska. I camped at Iowa and Nebraska 
and then decided that for me and my family, the best 
decision was to pick Nebraska. 

When Nebraska offered, they definitely jumped to 
the top of my list, so it was a matter of meeting all the 
coaches and everything falling into place. 

I just have to keep working hard and doing what 
I’ve been doing to get here so I can be as ready as 
possible for when I set foot on campus this summer.” 


“T have been the head coach here for 
eight years and Ben is one of the most talented play- 
ers we’ ve had. 

He started at both tight end and defensive end and 
was the center piece on both sides of the ball. He also 
handled all of our kicking duties. 

On defense he was a monster and demanded a lot 
of double teams and on offense he was such a big 
target that he caused problems for the other teams we 
faced. But it was on defense that he made the biggest 
difference because he basically a game changer for 
us. 

Once Nebraska gets him, he has the frame to put 
on the weight. So Ben can play wherever they need 
him. Every college that recruited him said that they 
liked him on both sides of the ball. But I think Ne- 
braska likes him at defensive end and Ben prefers 
that position better even though he would play wher- 
ever they want him. 

I would compare Ben to current Husker Ross 
Dzutris where he has that physical attribute but seems 
to have that little extra step when needed. 

Ben is a pretty cerebral player, he is a smart kid 
and understands what you are wanting of him. He is 
in tuned to what is happening in front of him so he 
can attack. He totally believes in what his coaches 
tell him.” 
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41 (TE) 

Nebraska may have missed out 
on their other tight end prospects, but Stoll is 
a good one and gives NU a guy that excelled 
as a receiver. Once he develops into a com- 
plete player he should become the tight end 
the Huskers want and need. 

Colorado, Colorado 

State, Texas 
“Td say Nebraska 
is the total package. I absolutely loved the 
coaches over at Nebraska. I thought they 
were absolutely great. I really liked the atmo- 
sphere. I think it’s an atmosphere where we'll 
be on top again. I had a great feeling about 
it. Nebraska is going to use tight ends a lot 
and at the end of the day I thought it was the 
best fit for me. I think Lincoln is a phenom- 
enal town with loyal fans and I can’t wait to 
play in-front of them for the next four years. 
I think Tavita (Thompson) is a great coach 
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and he knows what he’s talking about. We've 
watched film on tight ends and it shows me 
that he can teach all of the proper techniques 
I need to be successful at this level. I think 
he brings a unique perspective because he 
played under Coach Riley. He knows exactly 
what it is like. He's very knowledgeable about 
the game.’ 


“T had dealt with Nebraska in 
the past. When I coached in Arizona, Eric 
Hagg was one of my players who went on to 
play at Nebraska. Then, when I got the job 
here in Colorado, I asked him if he wanted 
to come up here and coach with me. But he 
is in Phoenix doing some personal training. 

Jack has the body, speed, strength and 
physicalness that you want in a tight end. I 
have been coaching football for 19 years 
and he is the best tight end that I have been 
around. Jack can be a guy like Jimmy Gra- 
ham; someone who is physical and can go up 


and get the ball. He’s a basketball player so he 
has the know-how to box people out and do 
that. We were mainly a spread offense with 
some traditional behind center. Patrick is not 
a guy that runs a 4.5 or would play in an of- 
fense where your quarterback is required to 
run. But he moves much better than people 
think for his size. If things breakdown, he has 
no problem getting the yards that are there. He 
would be able to do some zone read stuff to 
keep defenses honest in the Big Ten. Patrick 
likes making the throws a lot of guys can’t 
make such as the deep outs and comebacks. 
He set all our high school passing and total 
offense records. When we had our football 
awards banquet, we didn't take time to rattle 
off all the records, we just said, “He set all of 
them: It was huge to have a guy like Danny 
Langsdorf at Nebraska. He coached quarter- 
backs in the NFL and had been with Mike Ri- 
ley before. It was a massive part of the reason 
why Patrick wanted to go to Nebraska.” 
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Wilson will be making a position switch 
from offensive tackle to center. Expect him to redshirt 
his first year at Nebraska as he makes a transition to 
a position he never played in high school. But after a 
few years in the program, look for Wilson to become a 
centerpiece on the offensive line. 

Missouri, Indiana, Kansas, Lou- 
isville, Purdue 
“T The first time I visited 
Nebraska over Big Red Weekend in the summer, I 
thought it would be the place for me. Kids in my high 
school were shocked that I chose Nebraska. They 
would come up to me and say why I didn’t pick Mis- 
souri. Growing up I was a fan of Arkansas. I was born 
in Fayetteville and my dad played middle linebacker 
for them. Once I started playing high school ball I 
started looking at other schools and I got my first offer 
from Purdue. Arkansas never offered me a scholar- 
ship but after the whole recruiting process I think I still 
would have chosen Nebraska regardless. I love Ne- 
braska and the atmosphere in Lincoln. I can’t wait to 
play for Coach Cavanaugh, he is an awesome coach. 
He has a passion for the game and his attitude gets me 
fired up. He seems like he would be a good father fig- 
ure away from home.” 


“Boe should make the transition from tackle 
to center just fine. It is the same thing that happened 
to my son Evan when he went to Missouri. He never 
played center for us, just left tackle. Boe has the per- 
fect frame to play center and snap the ball. He did a 
good job playing that position at the Under Armour All- 
American game. When you have your biggest kids on 
your team like Boe was, you play them at tackle. Our 
center was 5-9, 185 pounds. You got to play and adjust 
with the players you have. I have dealt with Nebraska 
in the past; we now have had four players go there. So 
we have always had great communication between us. 
As long as Nebraska keeps walking in our door and in 
the Kansas City area, Nebraska is alive. Boe committed 
early to Nebraska which stopped other schools from 
offering. Missouri wanted him to visit and they would 
then offer, but Boe chose not to. Boe is a leader by 
example on the field and not real vocal. But I told him 
he is going to have to get out of this mold if he is going 
to become a center. A center needs to be very vocal. I 
don’t think the transition will be hard for him because 
he is an athlete. It is not hard to cross train athletes.” 
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CENTER OF ATTENTION 


Boe Wilson will make the transition from tackle to center 


Story by By Shane G. Gilster * Photo by Lee’s Summit West HS 

Next to the quarterback, the center position is the most important 
for an offense. 

In most cases the center is the most intelligent player on the of- 
fensive line. The offensive line calls come from the center. He has 
to understand the game plan and not only know what he has to do 
but also everyone’s assignment. The center needs to communicate, 
think and react quickly. 

As with every successful football team, you will find a great 
center. When Nebraska was among college football’s elite in the 
80s and 90s, they had All-American caliber centers — Dave Riming- 
ton, Mark Traynowicz, Jake Young, Aaron Graham and Dominic 
Raiola. 

That is what the Huskers were searching for in this recruiting 
class and may have potentially found one in Boe Wilson. 

Wilson hails from Lee’s Summit West high school in Missouri. 
It has a football program that’s been known to produce Division I 
caliber offensive linemen. 

“We have created an offensive lineman haven here at West and 
Boe fits right in the mold,” said Lee’s Summit West head coach 
Royce Boehm. “My son Evan played this past year for Missouri 
and we have kids at Missouri, Northern Illinois, Navy and now Ne- 
braska. 

“Our offensive line coach is a former offensive lineman from the 
University of Missouri. So our offensive linemen are ready to go 
because he coaches our kids like they do in college. When college 
coaches come in and see our players, they say those kids are way 
ahead of the game.” 

Chris Barrows has coached Lee’s Summit West’s offensive line 
for eleven seasons. He played center for the University of Missouri 
from 1991-95, starting his last three seasons there. 

While in college, Barrows was coached on the offensive line by 
future NFL coaches Andy Reid and Marty Mornhinweg. 

Barrows understands what it takes to not only play center but 
also go from being an offensive tackle in high school to playing 
center in college. 

“T made that transition from high school,” said Barrows who 
played tackle in high school. “There is an adjustment period... 
snapping the ball takes repetitions. But the hardest thing for me was 
being isolated on the nose guard and having to handle him in pass 
protection.” 

For Wilson, having a position coach who made the switch from 
tackle in high school to center in college is invaluable. Barrows is 
a perfect mentor for Wilson who will have to undergo the same 
transition at Nebraska. 

“T worked with him so he was ready for the Under Armour All- 
American game back in January,” Barrows said. “I told him once 
you have it, then it becomes muscle memory and you are not just 
thinking about the snaps. Your snap is part of your blocking tech- 
nique. He had some success playing center at the Under Armour 
game.” 
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Boe Wilson, right, poses with Lee’s Summit West offensive line coach Chris Barrows. 


So why the transition to center at Nebraska? Why not another 
position on the offensive line? Wilson is ranked highly by recruiting 
services among offensive guards. 

“Boe has the prototypical center build,” Barrows said. “We 
played him at tackle because he was our best blocker and wanted 
him to protect our quarterback’s blindside. But for Division I, his 
build is more suitable for center. He has a low center of gravity 
which is something you need at that position. He has the stability, 
the balance, and the base to play that position. He has quick feet and 
at center there is a lot of getting into the second level of the defense 
and taking on a linebacker.” 

As with any transition, a player needs time to make the adjust- 
ment, especially going from high school to college. Wilson will 
need to become prepared physically in order to make a successful 
jump. 

But Barrows thinks Wilson can do it because of his dedication in 
the weight room. 

“He excels in that phase of it,” Barrows said. “When he gets to 
Nebraska and with the history they have of strength and condition- 
ing, I think he will be one of the stronger players at Nebraska when 
it is all said and done. He has that thick build with a barrel chest and 
thick legs and butt. He will be able to carry the weight pretty well, 
much like what Evan Boehm did when he went to Missouri. 

Another guy Barrows pointed out in comparison to Wilson is 
Mitch Morse who was at Missouri and now is the starting center for 
the Kansas City Chiefs. “Mitch is just a big strong kid and I see Boe 
in that light. Mitch played left tackle in college and the next year 
was the starting center in the NFL.” 

If Wilson can become the caliber of player Barrows envisions, 
then Nebraska may have indeed found their next great center. 
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QUICK HITS 

Who is Nebraska’s best recruit? Who is the sleeper? Were 
there any surprises? Those are just some of the questions we look 
to answer in our “Quick Hits” of this 2016 recruiting class. 


The Huskers had to wait for an official announcement from 
Lamar Jackson the day before Signing Day, but it was well worth 
it. Rated consensually among the top 150 overall prospects in the 
nation, Jackson is also rated one of the top 20 players in the state 
of California. 


Nebraska only took one running back in the class but the guy 
they took came at the expense of Kansas State. Tre Bryant com- 
mitted to the Wildcats over the summer but decommitted from 
them before visiting the Huskers a few days later. Immediately 
after his visit to Lincoln, Bryant committed to NU. 


If NU wouldn’t have had a satellite camp in South Florida, 
they probably would have never come across Dicaprio Bootle. 
After the Husker coaching staff saw the speed and athletic ability 
Bootle displayed, they knew they had a player that potentially 
could be a great cornerback. 


It is hard to believe a player that set the California state record 
for receiving yards in a season would be overlooked. But that was 
the case of wide receiver Derrion Grim. Whether it was the high 
school and region of California where he played, or the competi- 
tion he faced, Grim didn’t get the notoriety he deserved. That was 
just fine with Nebraska as they felt they got a big-time playmaker 
at receiver. 


The Nebraska coaching staff went after David Engelhaupt af- 
ter missing out on their other tight end prospects. But the schol- 
arship offer didn’t come until a few days before Signing Day. 
On top of that, Engelhaupt had been committed to the Wyoming 
Cowboys since July. But as the case with most Nebraska kids, an 
offer from the Huskers is a hard one to turn down, so Engelhaupt 
committed to NU. 


Losing the top-rated instate prospect always hurts, but when 
that recruit is in your own backyard and plays a position in need, 
it looks even worse. Lincoln Christian tight end Jared Bubak 
committed to NU in September of 2014, but when Mike Riley 
and the new staff took over, Bubak began to look elsewhere and 
eventually saw a better fit at Arizona State. 


Sometimes surprises are not always good. As in the case of 
Dez Fitzpatrick who had been a silent commit to Nebraska. Then 
on the last weekend before Wednesday’s Signing Day, Fitzpatrick 
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Lamar Jackson 


Tre Bryant 
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visited Louisville and that swayed him to the Cardinals. When he 
made his announcement known, it was a huge blow to NU who 
needed a big receiver in this class. 


EXTRA POINTS 

There are always interesting storylines from the recruiting trail 
and this past one was no different. Here are a few noteworthy 
ones... 


When Nebraska was nationally relevant and a perennial top 10 
team, it was do for the most part because of their stellar offensive 
line play. The Huskers were known for producing All-Americans, 
Outland Trophy winners and corn-fed road graders at that posi- 
tion. 

But it has been since 2001 that NU has had a first-team AlI- 
American and also no Outland Trophy winner since 1997. That 
just doesn’t sound right, which is why getting some top offensive 
line talent in this recruiting class was imperative. 

If Matt Farniok, John Raridon, Bryan Brokop and Boe Wilson 
can stick together and develop in the next few years, you might 
see a return of the pipeline that made NU so famous in the 80s 
and 90s. 

The man that would be responsible for that return is NU of- 
fensive line coach Mike Cavanaugh. Farniok’s high school coach 
Chad Stadem likes what he sees developing in Lincoln. 

“What he’s got going on down there at Nebraska... it’s hap- 
pening... just be patient,’ Stadem said. “Coach Cav is about as 
good as anybody in the business and demands the respect from 
everybody I talked to about him.” 

If Cavanaugh can get the right players under his tutelage, great 
things could develop at Nebraska. This offensive line recruiting 
class the Huskers put together has the makings of something spe- 
cial. 

“T like the number, and I like the talent. As you look at guys, 
we probably have three interior guys, centers and guards and then 
(Matt) Farniok is a tackle. I think that gives us some versatility 
there. I think there’s some toughness in that group. I think that 
there’s talent in that group, and I like the number that we got, 
so that was a good job by our staff to get them,” NU head coach 
Mike Riley said. 


Nebraska looked for immediate help on the defensive line and 
at defensive back. So they turned to the junior college ranks to see 
if they could land someone that could make a first-year impact. 

NU was in on a pair of defensive backs with Maurice Chandler 
and Markell Simmons and really wanted a defensive end, making 
a strong effort to get either Jonathan Kongbo or Jordan Bonner. 

Kongbo was the No. | overall recruit among the JUCO ranks 
and chose Tennessee. 

Bonner also opted to play in the SEC when he signed with 
Kentucky. Meanwhile Chandler picked Arizona State and Sim- 
mons went with TCU. 

“We went after a few junior college guys, but not many,” Riley 
said. “Because when we go through the process we’re not go- 
ing to go out and shoot for a whole bunch of different guys, we 
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NEBRASKA EOOTBALL 


Patrick O’Brien 


are fairly selective in the guys we went after. But we did not get 
them.” 


For the first time since 1983, Nebraska didn’t sign a recruit 
from Texas in its 2016 class. 

“Not getting a recruit from Texas does matter to me,” Riley 
said. “I think we should get a guy from Texas, and we were talk- 
ing about that today (Signing Day), not that it necessarily has to 
work out like that.” 

Riley had a great chance to land a wide receiver from the Lone 
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Star State in Zach Farrar. He’s from Southlake Carroll high school 
which is located in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. 

But the Huskers had a silent commitment from another big 
receiver in Dez Fitzpatrick but when Fitzpatrick flipped to 
Louisville in the final days, they lost their chance with Farrar. 

“What you should do in that case is have that other guy 
ready to go and maybe we should have had that other guy 
ready to go three weeks ago,” Riley said. “We had one in the 
Dallas area that I think we could have gotten, he ends up at a 
real good school [Oklahoma], but we kind of trusted this situ- 
ation to be what it looked like, so we didn’t do that.” 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 


TO REDSHIRT OR NOT TO REDSHIRT? 


Who has the best chance to play as a true freshman? That’s the question Husker fans ask themselves when looking at the 2016 re- 
cruiting class. There are several players in this class that could provide depth but we are looking for potential impact players with 
this list. Huskers Illustrated has come up with a “Super Six” list of potential recruits that have the ability to see the field this coming 
fall. We also list a “Sleeper” who may surprise some people and contribute right away. 


JoJo Domann 


O'Brien likely won't beat out senior Tommy Armstrong for the starting posi- 
tion at quarterback this fall but he will be given every opportunity to win the 
backup job. His chances to do just that only increase when he enrolled 
in January and will go through spring ball. If he is as good as advertised, 
O'Brien should provide NU a viable option at quarterback this year. 


Getting a defensive back who could come in and contribute imme- 
diately was a high priority for the NU coaching staff. Jackson fits the 
bill and could play either safety or cornerback. His physical attributes 
are something NU head coach Mike Riley noted. “Physically, Lamar 
is ready. My general bit of advice is, ‘Come here ready to play. Get 
yourself ready to play and compete in the games. Don’t come ready 
to redshirt.’ A guy like Lamar, with his size right now and his develop- 
ment, he’s got that opportunity.” 


By the time the 2016 season comes to a close, Spielman could have 
had the biggest impact of all the true freshmen. He reminds us a lot 
of De’Mornay Pierson-El and we all know what he did his freshman 
year. With Pierson-El still on the mend from an injury, Spielman has 
a chance to see time as a slot receiver on offense and become an 
option on jet sweeps. With his ability to return kicks, look for Spielman 
to also provide a boost in special teams. 


An intriguing athlete, Alexander has the size to play either linebacker 
or put his hand on the ground and become a defensive end. “Quay- 
shon Alexander might be a good example of a guy that in situational 
deals gives you the pass rush deal you want on third down,” Riley 
said. Given the lack of a pass rush and sack production last year, 
expect the NU coaches to use a guy like Alexander in that regard. 


For the second year in a row a true freshman running back will see 
time on the field. Last season it was Devine Ozigbo who provided 
a spark, and now its Tre Bryant’s turn. Bryant is a different player 
than Ozigbo; cut out of the Ameer Abdullah mold. NU really likes 
Bryant's all-purpose ability as a receiver out of the backfield and 
a returner on kickoffs. Being the only running back commit in this 
class says something about what kind of player Bryant is. Nebras- 
ka likes to use at least three running backs throughout the season, 
so look for Bryant to be in that rotation. 


Nebraska is looking for offensive tackle help this fall and they potentially 

could get that with Farniok. It is very difficult for a true freshman to play on Domann could be looked at to help out on special teams and be a playmaker 
the offensive line but Farniok was a highly rated recruit who is physically on defense. A very productive player in high school, Domann is a playmaker and 
ready. “Physically he has got a chance to be that guy,” Riley said. “Howhe — seems to always be around the ball and making tackles. Nebraska loves his flex- 
actually comes in and performs with all the stuff he has to learn and the __ibility to play linebacker or defensive back. “JoJo Domann is a bullet,” Riley said. 
adjustments they make and everything that goes with it, that’s another part + “He’s an interesting guy and | would imagine when he steps in, he’s a playmaker. 
that he is going to have to prove in fall camp.” He’s all over the field making plays. So we'll see what he can do.” 
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Story by By Shane G. Gilster 

Before the world of internet and cell phones, football recruit- 
ing didn’t get the fanfare it does today. College coaches didn’t 
have to deal with the headache of social media, with Facebook, 
Twitter and learning the art of texting; it was mostly an issue of 
dealing with the recruit face-to-face, or over the phone. 

In the mid-1980s, Nebraska was at the top of the college 
football world. They were consistent national title contenders 
and always finished in the top 10. They were known around the 
country and could walk into any top recruit’s living room and 
have a great chance of landing him. 

The 1985 NU recruiting class was a product of that success, 
and is still regarded on paper as the best one in Husker history. 

The class included highly regarded prospects from around 
the nation; head coach Tom Osborne even commented at the 
time that this was his best class in his 12-year career at Nebras- 
ka. Recruiting analyst Max Emfinger justified that comment, 
awarding Nebraska and Penn State with his No. | recruiting 
ranking, signifying the mythical recruiting national champion- 
ship that year. 

The class was headlined by linebacker LeRoy Etienne, de- 
fensive end Broderick Thomas and quarterback Steve Taylor. 
All three players were in Emfinger’s national top 100 recruit 
list. 

Etienne was the two-time Louisiana player of the year, while 
Thomas was one of the top players in the state of Texas and part 
of a heated recruiting battle between Nebraska, Oklahoma and 
the Texas schools. Taylor broke Marcus Allen’s total offense 
record at Lincoln High in San Diego. 

“Broderick Thomas wanted to play big-time football and 
was recruited by Texas A&M, Texas, LSU, Baylor, Oklahoma 
and us,” former NU off-campus recruiter Jack Pierce said. “I 
think everyone played to Broderick’s bravado....you are going 
to be this and that. But Broderick was very intelligent.” 

When Pierce visited Thomas, he went in saying, “Hey, your 
uncle is Mike Singletary, one of the greatest linebackers in the 
world, and I want you to be better than him. I am going to 
place you in the hands of one of the best coaches in the country 
at your position with Tony Samuel.” 

“Broderick bought into that,” Pierce said. “I honestly be- 
lieve that Broderick believed in his own head that if he came to 
Nebraska, he would be coached by one of the greatest outside 
linebacker coaches in the country. “ 

Pierce did have to worry about the other schools that were 
recruiting Thomas, but one of the things that played into Ne- 
braska’s favor was the position (outside linebacker) they were 
recruiting Thomas for. 

“His uncle went to Baylor and I thought I had to watch for 
them; Texas was using everything they could back then; Okla- 
homa and Barry Switzer were in on him, too,” Pierce said. 
“Baylor was recruiting him as a standup linebacker. Texas, 
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NUss 1985 recruiting class was one of the best in school history 
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Texas A&M and LSU were recruiting him as a down-lineman. 
But I reminded him that with his height and size to stand up 
and see the field, he could make plays and make a name for 
himself.” 

Pierce said that when Thomas got to Nebraska, he did a great 
job of turning the program around. 

“He wanted to be able to boast about his school. Broderick 
brought Tom (Osborne) out of his shell a little bit. With his in- 
quisitiveness and persistence, I think he opened up Tom a little 
more. He was the start of the unity council, because he was 
bugging people saying everyone has got to know each other 
better.” 

Taylor was a top-rated dual-threat quarterback from Cali- 
fornia. He officially visited Washington, Colorado, Nebraska, 
California and Minnesota, and also took unofficial visits to 
USC and UCLA. 

“Tt’s funny, because I had a good time on all my visits except 
Nebraska. I knew I was going to Nebraska, so I was very well- 
behaved. On the other visits, I partied and had fun,” Taylor 
said. 

Osborne told Taylor that he was their number one choice at 
quarterback. Taylor then made a verbal commitment to Os- 


borne, but he still wanted to take his official visits so he could 
travel a bit. 

“Since I was committed to Nebraska, I wanted them to show 
me a commitment to not try and recruit another quarterback. 
I almost decommitted and went to Washington after I heard a 
rumor that Nebraska had another quarterback visiting there,” 
Taylor said. 

According to Taylor, the deciding factor to attend Nebraska 
was that at the time, if you were a black quarterback, the road 
wasn’t as paved as it is now. But at Nebraska, Turner Gill had 
started three years, and they had several other African-Ameri- 
can quarterbacks that had played or were on the team. 

“The sincerity of Coach Osborne assured me that I would 
play quarterback,” Taylor said. “He promised me only two 
things if I were to come to Nebraska. He said he could guaran- 
tee that I would play quarterback, and that I would get a good 
education. He didn’t promise all these bell and whistles that 
some of the other schools did.” 

The 1985 class also included some players who were not 
as highly rated, but came to Lincoln 
with a chance to prove that they could 
hang with the best at a school like 
Nebraska. Talented recruits such as 
Richard Bell went on to have great ca- 
reers as Huskers, but it was Ken Clark 
who felt like he had the most to prove, 
being an I-back recruit and an in-state 
kid from Omaha. 

Clark played at Omaha Bryan High 
School, which wasn’t a football power 
like Omaha Central. 

“IT could have gone to another high 
school that had more of a high-profile 
football program, but you would have 
to find your own transportation,” ex- 
plained Clark who talked about his re- 
cruitment before his passing in 2013. 
“So my options were Bryan and Oma- 
ha South. I didn’t know which school 
I wanted to go to, so during two-a-day 
practices, I practiced with South in the 
morning and Bryan in the afternoon. 
South ran the wishbone offense and 
Bryan ran the I-formation. The wish- 
bone didn’t highlight my strengths and Bryan ran an offense 
similar to Nebraska’s, featuring the I-back mostly.” 

At the time of his passing, Clark was still considered the 
only Omaha Bryan athlete ever to get a full-ride scholarship 
from a Division I school. 

“It was a huge challenge coming from Bryan. There wasn’t 
much there in terms of a football program. I was just able to 
shine against some of the top teams at the time, like Omaha 
Central. Basically, it’s not where you play, but how you play. 
Even if your team is not that great, that is even more opportu- 
nity to shine, because you are going to get more touches and 
make more plays. 

“T didn’t get the notoriety that some of the (Omaha) Central 
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players got, but I took advantage of my opportunities. It was 
a self-created rivalry by me against the Omaha Central play- 
ers. I took it as a huge challenge to do well against them, and I 
always did by rushing for over 100 yards and a couple of touch- 
downs. Actually, Coach Osborne and Coach Solich noticed me 
when we played Central. They didn’t know anything about me 
until that game, and a week later I got a letter from Nebraska.” 

But with Nebraska having its all-world competition at I- 
back, Clark was encouraged by friends and family to play else- 
where. 

“A lot of folks in my community were telling me not to go 
to Nebraska, because they thought I would never play there. 
[But] being an I-back in high school, that is what you want to 
see and be a part of. I couldn’t have gone anywhere that would 
have highlighted my strengths as much as Nebraska did.” 

Then there is Bell, who Nebraska recruited as a wingback. 
His top three schools were Nebraska, Washington State and Or- 
egon. Bell originally verbally committed to Washington State 
before switching to Nebraska. 

“Nebraska was so much different 
than Washington State. Pullman, 
Wash., was surrounded by moun- 
tains, and in Lincoln it was just 
wide-open. I felt so free there be- 
cause everything was just so open,” 
Bell said. 

But the biggest selling factor for 
NU was academics. 

“When I was on campus, I met 
with NU’s academic advisor, Ursula 
Walsh,” he said. “She just made me 
feel I could conquer the world, and 
that is why I chose Nebraska. She 
told me that Nebraska would help 
me succeed, not only in football, but 
in academics as well. No one else in 
my family went to college, so that 
was a huge deal.” 

The 1985 class had all the mak- 
ings of living up to expectations 
once they arrived on campus. Back 
then, freshmen were required to play 
on the freshman team. 

“We played five junior college 
teams, we averaged 46 points per game and gave up only four. 
We were something...I remember thinking that we could pos- 
sibly win a national championship with this class,” Bell said. 

As with every class, there is attrition once recruits go through 
their freshman year. Some get homesick, some don’t material- 
ize on the field and some can’t cut it academically. It was a 
shame, because there were some recruits from this 1985 class 
who had the ability and potential. 

“Everyone was competitive in that class,” Bell said. “If you 
would put this class in today’s recruiting rankings, we would 
have had eight or nine five-star athletes and a dozen four-star 
athletes. That class was that talented. 

“TI remember there was a linebacker named Steve DeShazer 
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who was very highly rated but never played. He was a just a 
stud, and I thought he was really going to be something else. 
But he just never panned out at Nebraska. The offensive line- 
men we had in that class were so big, I thought there was no 
way we were going to lose a game with this kind of talent.” 

Linemen Tim Moore, Greg Hinson and John Roschal were 
three of the highest-rated recruits at their position in the nation. 
Moore was a California kid, Hinson from New Jersey, and Ros- 
chal came from Texas. 

“Greg Hinson and Tim Moore were two of the top offensive 
tackles that year. But both those guys didn’t last very long,” 
said fellow classmate Kent Wells, who went on to be a success- 
ful defensive tackle for the Huskers. 

“John Roschal was another top offensive lineman. I was a 
good friend of John,” Wells said. “His dad worked for Bud- 
weiser and they threatened to fire him if John didn’t go to Texas 
A&M. A&M really wanted John.” 

Another reason why some recruits left the program was be- 
cause the walk-on class came in and pushed them. 

“We had walk-ons that were three-star guys,” Wells said. 

“When we showed up that first day of fall practice, I don’t 
think any of us from that class realized the power of that walk- 
on program,” said offensive lineman Bill Bobbora who was a 
three year letter winner. “You got guys who turned down full- 
ride offers to other places to come to Nebraska. 

“Those walk-ons beat the crap out of us that freshman 
year....they really set the tempo. I don’t know how many of 
us transferred or left that first year, but there were three or four 
guys that transferred to other programs and went on to have 
successful careers. They just couldn’t hang at Nebraska be- 
cause of the walk-on program.” 

But the core of the 1985 recruiting class was the main reason 
Nebraska was so successful from 1986 thru 1988. 

Taylor and Thomas were All-American and all-conference 
selections, while Etienne, Clark and Wells were all-conference 
picks. 

“The face of the class was Steve Taylor,” Bell said. “He 
played his freshman year and was our starting quarterback the 


LeRoy Etienne 


next three years. With players from this class, we were only 
one win away from playing for the national championship in 
1987 and 1988. 

“Our class had a lot to do with the success we had those two 
years. We were one of the powerhouses in Division I football, 
and we really came together and bonded quickly. We had a 
very close recruiting class and were all a little disappointed 
that we didn’t get a national championship, because we had the 
talent to do it.” 


1985 NEBRASKA RECRUITING CLASS 


Tony Avant, SE, 6-1, 175, Omaha, NE (Central) 
Richard Bell, WB, 6-1, 190, Altadena, CA (John Muir) 
Bill Bobbora, OG, 6-4, 250, Amarillo, TX 

Bryan Carpenter, RB, 5-10, 195, Olathe, KS (North) 
Greg Ching, DT, 6-9, 250, Castlewood, SD 

Ken Clark, RB, 5-10, 190, Omaha, NE (Bryan) 

Brian Davis, DB, 6-2, 185, Phoenix, AZ (Cortez/Glendale CC) 
Steve DeShazer, LB, 6-3, 230, Kansas City, MO (Northeast) 
Chris Drennan, K, 5-8, 170, Cypress, CA 

LeRoy Etienne, LB, 6-2, 235, New Iberia, LA 

Trenton Flowers, DE, 6-4, 220, Omaha, NE (North) 
Greg Hinson, OL, 6-3, 250, Mount Laurel, NJ 

Kris Lamb, FB, 6-1, 200, Waxahachie, TX 

Tim Moore, OL, 6-5, 290, Atwater, CA 
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Chad Murrell, DB, 6-4, 180, Grand Island, NE 
Bump Novacek, TE, 6-3, 210, Gothenburg, NE 
Chris O'Gara, C, 6-5, 240, Madison, WI (West) 
Cleo Rice, DE, 6-3, 240, Leavenworth, KS 
John Roschal, OL, 6-3, 255, Houston, TX (Spring Woods) 
Marvin Sanders, DB, 6-1, 175, Markham, IL (Thornwood) 
Sam Schmidt, FB, 6-0, 210, Wood River, NE 
Steve Taylor, QB, 6-0, 180, Spring Valley, CA 
(San Diego Lincoln) 
Broderick Thomas, DE, 6-4, 235, Houston, TX (Lincoln) 
Ray Valladao, L, 6-4, 245, Atwater, CA 
Kent Wells, DT, 6-3, 280, Lincoln, NE (East) 
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Column by Butch Rasmussen ¢ Lincoln Journal Star File Photo 


It’s one of the most iconic 
photos in the history of Husk- 
er football. Thanksgiving 
Day, 1971, Norman, Oklaho- 
ma. The number one ranked 
Nebraska Cornhuskers versus 
the number two ranked Okla- 
homa Sooners. The score at 
the moment: Oklahoma 31, 
Nebraska 28. Just 1:28 left to 
play in the game. 

This memorable photo 
(right) shows Husker I-back 
Jeff Kinney charging toward 
the Sooner end zone, his tear- 
away jersey in shreds. 

Fullback Maury Damk- 
roger throws a classic block 
to open the hole with Kin- 
ney two steps away from his 
fourth touchdown of the day, 
his 171st rushing yard of the 
game and his claim to Nebras- 
ka football immortality. 

Quarterback Jerry Tagge 
looks on after the handoff to 
Kinney. 

Two steps after this photo 
was taken Kinney bowled 
over a Sooner defender and 
claimed pay dirt for the Husk- 
ers. 

Nebraska 35, Oklahoma 31 

It locked up Nebraska's 
third-consecutive Big-8 title 
and brought the Huskers one 
step closer to winning the 
1971 national collegiate foot- 
ball championship. 

The Nebraska Cornhusker 
football team flew into Nor- 
man, Oklahoma on Wednes- 
day afternoon for this Thanks- 
giving day football game in 
1971. 

There may not have ever 
been a game more important 
to a Husker team and its fans. 

“Our team was calm, we 
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understood the magnitude of 
the situation as much as any 
group of 21 year old kids can 
understand it. We were ner- 
vous but knew we just had 
to do our job. We had had a 
great season and knew there 
was no reason we couldn't get 
this job done,” Kinney said. 

You could count on Jeff 
Kinney to come up big in 
the big games and there was 
none bigger than that game 
known today throughout col- 
lege football lore as the “Game 
Of The Century” and Kinney 
made his name forever in- 
delible in that game with 171 
rushing yards and four touch- 
downs. 

Kinney has been asked 
more than once what ever be- 
came of that shredded jersey 
that accompanied him into 
the end zone four times that 
day. 

“Actually they brought two 
of them and I gave one to my 
good friend who was my bar- 
ber in McCook and my dad 
lifted the other off my back 
after the game. It was framed 
and I’ve got it in my home 
now,” Kinney said. 

Did you frame it in all of it’s 
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shredded glory I asked. 
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“You bet,” Kinney chuck- 
led. 

“Those tear-away jerseys 
seemed to be a fascinat- 
ing object to the kids back 
home,” Kinney said. “When 
they had their pick-up games 
those who wanted to be “Jeff 
Kinney” would tear their tee 
shirts apart. Their parents 
werent too happy with that”. 

The win at Oklahoma set 
up a battle in the Jan. 1 Or- 
ange Bowl for a shot at the 
national championship with 
Alabama, who would rise to 
number two in the polls. 

Before that meeting, he 
Huskers first had to make the 
long trip to Hawaii to meet 
the Rainbow Warriors to fin- 
ish their regular season. This 
game resulted in a 45-3 Husk- 
er win. 

The Orange Bowl game ver- 
sus Alabama was a non-event. 
The Tide had moved up to No. 
2 in the polls and Nebraska 
was leading the “Tide” 28-0 at 
half time. 

Kinney said Coach Dev- 
aney wasn't one to run up the 
score, and he said if they came 
out and scored at the begin- 


A Stroll Down Rasmussen Road With 


JEFF KINNEY 


Football Player 1969-71 


ning of the third quarter they 
could take the rest of the day 
off. The Huskers finished it off 
quickly with a final of 38 to 6 
and the season numbers they 
put up will link this team for- 
ever as very possibly the best 
team ever in the history of 
college football. 

Kinney came up big again 
in that game, another of his 
biggest games as a Husker 
with 98 yards rushing and a 
touchdown. 

He finished his Husker ca- 
reer as the all-time rushing 
leader with 2,420 yards and 
the leader in career touch- 
downs with 35. 

With the National Cham- 
pionship Trophy on board, 
Kinney and the Huskers flew 
into Lincoln the next day with 
30,000 people waiting at the 
airport. 

“That's Lincoln, Nebraska 
for you,’ Kinney said. “They 
love their Huskers. They let us 
off away from the terminal to 
walk through the crowd.” 

After his days as a Husker 
he was chosen in the first 
round of the 1972 NFL draft 
by the Kansas City Chiefs and 
spent the next five years in 
the NFL before opting out for 
the business world and tak- 
ing a turn at college coaching 
with Jerry Pettibone, head 
football coach at Northern II- 
linois. 

Kinney, 65, lives in Monu- 
ment, Colorado today. 

His fourth touchdown of 
the day wearing that shred- 
ded jersey on Thanksgiving 
day in 1971, is still an indel- 
ible memory for thousands of 
Husker fans 45 years later. 
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